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Each year, for the past 5 years, there has
been a Grandma story for Daniel, Katie and
Alina under the Christmas tree. This year
Grandma and Grandpa may have to go to jail
and there is only enough time to explain to
their grandchildren why they may not be able
to celebrate holidays and birthdays with them
for a while.
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Three years ago, Grandma went to Central
America to visit some small villages in the
mountains of El Salvador. They were people
who were very poor. They said: "Tell your
government to stop sending planes, guns, and
bombs to our country. Stop training soldiers
from this country, and close the School of
the Americas. We need jobs, land to farm; we
need houses and food. We want the war to
stop so we can live in peace.
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Grandma and Grandpa went to Washington D.C.
to demonstrate on the Capitol Steps. They
visited people in Congress to ask them to
close the School of the Americas. The School
of the Americas is at Fort Benning, Georgia.
It is where our government trains Central
American soldiers to fight wars against the
poor people in their own countries.

2



They got to visit with Daniel, Katie and
Alina while they were in Washington and that
was fun. One day Mommy brought Daniel and
Katie to the Capitol so they could sit on the
steps too. They saw the people holding signs
that said: "Close the School of the
Americas." But this did not close this
terrible school and it did not help the
people in Central America.
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So Grandma and Grandpa went to Georgia and
demonstrated at the Fort Benning Army Base
with 2,000 other people who also wanted the
school closed. They asked again for the Army
to close the School of the Americas.
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The Army listens to the people who say that
the School of the Americas should train
Central American soldiers. The Army does not
listen to people who believe that they should
close this school. The Army said we would be
arrested, fined and would go to jail if we
crossed through the Fort Benning Gates to ask
them to close this school.
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Grandma and Grandpa and 600 other people
marched across the line onto the army base to
deliver hundreds of thousands of signatures
of people who were also asking that the
School of the Americas be closed. We carried
white crosses that had names on them of
Central American people who have been killed
in this war. We were all arrested because
the military people did not want to see this
happen or to hear what we had to say.
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when Grandma and Grandpa went to school we
learned that we live in a free country that
has a democratic government. ‘This means,
that citizens of our country can peacefully
speak about what they think is wrong, and can
try to change things to make them right.

This is called "freedom of speech”, which
comes first in our Bill of Rights.
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The Bill of Rights says that the Military is

not more powerful than our government. That
would not be a Democratic Government; it

would be a Military Dictatorship Government
-~ like some foreign countries have.
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Grandma and Grandpa may go to jail along with
a lot of other good people who believe as we
do -- so our children and grandchildren will

be free to speak for what they think is
right.






