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FOREWORD

“Highlights of Negro History in Syracuse” is an ab-
breviation of a more complete record which is in manu-
script and will be printed when funds are available.

It is issued under auspices of the Inter-racial Group
of Syracuse, for popular information and to give visit-
ing speakers some idea of what has already been done
in the eity. With this background they will not feel
under obligation to devote a considerable part of their
addresses to the ABC of racial understanding.

It has been written with full knowledge of what has
been done by other groups. The story of Dunbar Cen-
ter by Mrs. Eaton pays tribute to the leadership given
by the Commonweal ¢lub. My own chapter on Negro
churches is a very bare record of Christian helpfulness
on the part of many denominations, running back over
many decades.

If you appreciate this miniature sketch, perhaps it
is in your power to make possible the printing of the
more complete history which has been written by
friends of the Negro as a labor of love.

Ernest J, Bowden
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INTRODUCTION

By PAUL M. PAINE

Nothing like this, so far as [ know, has ever been
tried before. In fact the presence of colored people in
this city, human beings with the hopes and fears that
the rest of us have, has been until recent years pretty
much ignored.

There are two exceptions. Religion has not been ig-
nored. Loguen, who was here in the year of the Jerry
Rescue, was a preacher, and Ernest Bowden’s article
in this modest publication shows the numerous
churches which call these people, so naturally religious,
to worship. Politics has not been ignored and the po-
litical picture, with the white politician striving to get
the colored man's vote, has not always been creditable,

For the rest, until the movement began that estab-
lished the Dunbar Center, the white population has
been content, for the most part, to think of the Negro
people as segregated in Railroad street, as it is still
called altho the railroad has vanished, living in
wretched houses, a place you never looked at unless
you were taking a train eastbound or coming from
that direction.

It is probably fair to say that in few cities in the
North has there been more diserimination against the
colored race. The Negroes have been discriminated
against in the matter of employment; they have been
discriminated against in the matter of housing until
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the Federal Housing project opened its doors to some
of them,

It isn’t a pretty picture, tho there are signs of a
brighter day.

And the satire lies in the faet that Syracuse was a
pioneer in its championship of the Negro before the
Civil War. The Jerry Rescue, o well described in Dr,
Freeman Galpin's article in thig booklet, is the noblest
as well as the most exciting chapter in the history of
Syracuse,

Well, what we are aiming to do, we who have put
our heads together to produce this little book, is to pre-
sent a fair and true picture of a segment of our popu-
lation that asks for nothing of this city but a fair
chance.
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THE INTER-RACIAL GROUP OF
SYRACUSE

By HELEN P. MASON

Our present group was organized in 1936 as an ex-
pression of the concern which church women felt after
a year's missionary study on “The American Negro”.
The study opened our eyes to the fact that in our midst
was a portion of the population, practically unknown,
whose forbears dated back 100 years in the life of our
city; yet citizens in whom there was scant interest and
about whose problems there was little concern,

We determined to find out the facts of our Negro
population, to learn their needs and to do all in our
power to fight the injustices from which they suffered.

Our first field trip was a call on Golden B. Darby,
director of Negro activities in the old Dunbar Center,
He had on the wall of his office a blueprint of the new
building which was the vigion of what he wanted, We
took the responsibility of gathering together women
from all the Protestant churches which felt as we did
to form some sort of an organization, to use every
power and device we could think of to stir our city to
a sense of responsibility toward the Negro population.

Meetings were informal, held bi-monthly, and always
included our newly discovered Negro friends. Women
and some faithful men composed the group. No meet-
ing was held without prayer and worship, for we
sought guidance in a new field.
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The primary concern of the group, then as now, was
to change people’s thinking toward the Negro and con-
sider him as a real person who should be appreciated
and treated like other people,

We asked each of our group to get to know some
Negro person well. We were determined that these
people should have a new building, that they must have
better homes and employment. A newspaper man fol-
lowed us about and reported all our activities. A few
ministers stood by loyally and opened their pulpits to
Negro speakers. We asked employers to waive discrim-
ination and we approached school teachers and the su-
perintendent of schools in regard to special programs
for their students. We brought Negroes of national
repute to the city to address special meetings.

Today the inter-racial picture in Syracuse is not so
drab; rather it is full of promise.

In March 1944 it became necessary to form a feder-
ation of interested groups. This included church, social
action, Americanization and labor groups; already
committees are working on legislation, education, pub-
licity and fact-finding,

Events sponsored have included a Fellowship Church
held at Hendricks Chapel, Syracuse university, at-
tended by inter-faith and inter-racial groups; also a
Race Relations Work Institute, In these there was ac-
tive Negro participation.

Today the situation is full of hope. We see a city
waking to iis responsibility. And we see a Negro popu-
lation sharing these responsibilities, inspired by the
hope of a better tomorrow.
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FEDERATION OF INTER-RACIAL
GROUPS

By ROBERT E. RomIc

When it became advizgable to form zome sort of fed-
eration of groups interested in the Negro, 19 groups
responded. These were:

The Commonweal Club, the Protestant Inter-racial
group, a corresponding group of Catholics, the Ameri-
canization league, the Huntington club, the Jewizh
Community eenter, the Women's International league,
the Fellowship of Reconciliation C.O.R.E. (Committee
on Racial Equality), the inter-racial committee of the
Council of Churches, the Community commission of
Inter-church Women, the Friends' Service group, the
Inter-faith committee of Hendricks Chapel, the Bahai
assembly, the Onondaga Goodwill association, the
Moral Re-armament group, the Peace Council, the Con-
sumer Co-operative, and the Council of Social Agencies,

Most of these have entered actively into the work
of the federation. The Catholic group, however, has
its own center in St. Joseph's church in East Genesee
st. and its own director.

Officers elected were: President, Robert E. Romig;
vice-president, Mrs. Roy H. Mason; secretary, Miss
Grace Wilson. Mrs. Claude T. De Graw, Mrs. Carlton
L. Hommel and Dr. William C. Lehman are members
of its executive committee,

Its statement of purpose declares as its aim: To
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improve inter-racial relations in Syracuse and to ef-
fect inter-racial action for social improvement,

Its method is three-fold: 1. Education thru research
and fact-finding; 2. Education toward understanding
of mutual problems; and 3. Action with the consent of
the main body.

Representatives of constituent groups who helped
get the Federation under way were:

Commonweal club, Miss Grace Rockwood, Miss Eliz-
abeth Wilson; Inter-racial group, Mrs. Claude T. De
Graw, Mrs, Victor E. Holly; Americanization league,
Miss Helen Hewitt, Mrs. Alexander Mason; Hunting-
ton club, Miss Margaret Day, Miss Sybil Gowdy ;

W.IL.L., Mrs. Carlton Hommel; Jewish, Rabhi David
H. Panitz; F.O.R,, Miss Frederica Smith; C.O.R.E,,
Miss Dorothy Kaupke, Wylie Goodrich; Council of
Churches, Rev. Warner H. Siebert, Prof. W. C. Leh-
mann; Inter-church women, Mrs. Leon W. Ellis, Mrs.
Walter Smith;

Friends' group, Prof. and Mrs., Horace A. Eaton;
Hendricks Chapel, Miss Caroline Day, Rev. Egbert M.
Hayes; Bahai, Kenneth Chrigtian; Goodwill associa-
tion, Fred Dutton; MRA, Fred Hartman; Peace coun-
c¢il, Prof. Norman Whitney, Robert Vogel; Co-opera-
tive, Rev. R. E. Romig; Social agencies, Miss Jean
Maxwell.

There has been a constant change of personnel, but
enough of these are still active to give a lead to anyone
in search of information.
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THE RESCUE OF JERRY
By Dr. FREEMAN E. GALPIN

During the decades that preceded the Civil War,
Syracuse became known as one of the most important
stations of the Underground Railroad. Nor was this
reputation undeserved, as Syracuse at that time pos-
sessed & small but stout band of ardent abolitionists
who were willing to risk all in their war against slav-
ery. Hardly a month went by without an anti-slavery
meeting; and on several occasions Jocal assembly halls
echoed with the fiery orations of men like William
Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips.

Spirited individuals appeared who demonstrated
their sentiments by rescuing runaway slaves from their
pursuing masters,

The earliest known instance of such a rescue was in
October 1839. Harriet Powell, maid to a visitor from
Mississippi, was aided to Canada and freedom.

Local abolitionists were highly elated over their
success and when in the fall of 1851 the Federal au-
thorities seized one Jerry, a runaway slave from Mis.
souri, another rescue was effected in one of the most
dramatic scenes Syracuse has ever witnessed.

In all probability Jerry came to Syracuse during the
winter of 1849-50. He gained employment as a cooper
and won the goodwill of those who knew him,

Federal officers got on his track. He was arrested
and brought to trial, Friends and abolitionists so
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crowded the room that the judge was forced to call an
adjournment. During the excitement that prevailed,
Jerry managed to escape. He was re-captured and
lodged in the jail.

Trial was resumed in the police office in the jail, As-

sault by a mob of angry citizens resulted in another
postponement.

Next morning the jail was rushed, Jerry was
dragged from his cell to the street, hoisted upon the
shoulders of his rescuers, placed in a carriage and spir-
ited away. Where he stayed that night and the next
few days, no one knows; but in a short time he was
driven north to Oswego and carried into Canada.

Quite naturally the Federal government sought to
prosecute those indicted for having engaged in the
rescue. A trial was held in Albany; but as one person
after another was brought before the jury, the defense
lawyers so effectively riddied the government's case
that not a gingle convietion wasz secured. Another trial
was held at Canandaigua, but this also turned out a

farce and with that the Government dropped the en-
tire affxir.

Among those in Syracuse who played an important
role directly or indirectly in the rescue were Charles
B. Sedgwick, Rev. Samuel Joseph May, Abner Bates,
Charles Wheaton and Ira Cobb.
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WHAT THE CHURCHES HAVE MEANT
FOR NEGRO PROGRESS IN SYRACUSE

By ErRNEST J. BOWDEN

Churches, colored and white, have had a large place
in the story of Negroes in Syracuse.

Easily first in historic interest is the little Wesleyan
church which stands east of the public library at the
intersection of E. Onondags and E. Jefferson streets,
It was founded in 1843 by a group of Methodizt Epis-
copal abolitionists who were not satisfied with the
compromising attitude of their own communion. Tt
served as a station in the Underground Railroad.

Closely associated with it was the Unitarian “Church
of the Mesziah” at North State street and Burnet av-
ente (now St. Peter's Catholic), scene of the 22-year
ministry of Samuel J. May. That, too, served the Un-
derground Railroad and aided many thousands of Ne-
groes in their escape.

It was the bell of the Congregational church, then in
the 200 block, E. Genesee st., that tollad the signal for
the Jerry Resene, Abolitionists had made it their rally-
ing-place,

Of Negro churches, the oldest is the African Method-
ist Episcopal, Zion, now located at 711 E. Fayette st.
1t was founded October 1842 by people who had met
carlier in First Methodist church at Salina and Willow
ats.
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