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 -BIBLIOGRAPHICAL HOTES

_ bhnrthr a.rter Yay's death in July, 1871, his sons and duughter
asked George B, Emerson, Samuel May and ihomas J. Hunford to prepare a
memolr of their fathar's life. These gentlemen' contacted a namber of M‘a
most intimate friends and from them gained materiai for the proposod
volume. FReverend Joseph May furnished his futher's diary and partially .
completed autoblography. On the basis of these sources there appeared

in 137, the "emoir of Sarel Josepn May, publiahed in Boston under tbe : |
genera}. editorship of Thenab Je Humford. The purpose of this volune was
to present a trutihful 1mpress:|.on of May's character and to stimu.i.ate ymmg :
'mn to emulate his exsmpie. No seriou.s attenpt was aade to depict Hay's .
ﬁu.l life and the work was somewhat marred b,, an excessi"e g].orification of
its sub;ect's chiracter. Even in the attempt to give a true pictme of
Mayy the authors failed 'c.o evidence a true appreciation of his thoug_xt,
idea.s and action:s, pos sibly because tney did not search far epough for
sou:c_'cgs. Iuevertneless,_ the Memolr, ofteam spokeu of as May's Autobiopruphy,
was surprisingiy well doue and contuined few actuss errors; it is'a source,

therefore, of prize importunce for suy +ife of lay. Latei, Eeyérend' Joseph

May publisbed u short Mcmorisl Study of Suruci Joseph May, (Syrucuse, 1397)
which is of value chiefly becsuse it represents ‘a.smi's' interpretation of
.his father's 1ife. Beyond these two studieé and a few brittle akatchﬁs in
certain biogr_aéhica]. works of. promineﬁt Americaﬁs'nothinc has appearsd;
‘Portumtely, Muy left a large amount of nateriai upon which a new
appraisal of bis life is attempted. First of all there is the printed
pri.ary materia;l of whick his vene hacollections of our Antisiavery Confliict,
(Boston, 1869) is most important. Many of his servons and addresses, such |

as Prejuiice, Jhat do Unitarians selievc, weiters to hev. Joel Huwes, and
Jesus the Best Teacher may be found at Corneli University, to which Muy guve




‘ministry.
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his collection of antislavery tracts, the Library of CQng:réas and the Boafon
Pubiic Libraty. 4 file of Way?s puper, the ngistian lionitor,was located
at the American .lntiquarian Society, 'ﬁo:rcester, t.hcngh only a few 1ssues of -
his if beral Chris_g.‘l_a_x; were diseo‘vered. . S o
' In sddition to this printed mterial, May left a iarge body of

letters and a very complste dtary. Extracts from the latter appesred-.m' the

Memoir., Of grea.tar vaiue vere the vo].umes of tha dinry loaned me by his

granddaughter, Hi.ss Katharine Yay hiﬂd.mon of Hea York City. Numercus at-

: tempt.s to locate t.he remini.ng parts of the d_..ary h.:Ne been unsuccessf‘ul.;

possihly they may be .stored anay in soume forgotten pox or t.runu:, t.hough his
granddhildren assure me they know nothing of the missing volumea. Tl nay

be t.hey were neat:ro_red by t.he fire tnat rovaged the old hilz:lnbon hotig in
- Syracuse, und those part.itms I have used represent what walh snis'uged. !.%ost
~of L’ay'a correspondence m:st. al-o han been destroyed by this f...re. A 1arge

'number o.t‘ nis .l.et.ters, however, mu.y ba foum 1n the Boston Publie Litn‘ary,

the aymcuse Universi‘t.y idbrary, the uibrary of i-ongreas 2 Corne.Ll University,

t‘ne Aperican Unitarign igsociation ofi'ices .at Boston, the 6hio Archacological

and Historical Society at Columbus, and the ﬂ'am.i-d Univérs.’tty Librarye &
small bundie of correspandence, chlen,y to him from his wife Lucretia, wase

1oaned me by_ Miss Entha: ine Hay wilkinson. Fim.u.y reference should be made

to his parochial journais; the State Library at lartford possesses the records

of the Brooklyn pastorate, the Unitarian Clv_aréh at Norwell has the Journal for

South Scituate, and the Syracuse Unitarian Church has the Journal for his last

Date as to his antislavery, peace and non-resistance sctivities
will be found in the Garrisom, A. #. Phelps, Weston, £lizur Lright, Child.
and Samuel J. May Jr. rettors and §apérs at tae Boston Public Library. ‘!'hn




 Harvard University library, the letters of Gerrit Smith are housed at the
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Journals and Letters of Edmund Guincy and the Theodore Parker Collection,

preserved at the Massachusatts Hist.orieal Society, also throw considerabie
1ight an thesa aspects of day's career. The Journal end Comonplace Book
of Benry C, Wright, prominent abolitionist aui peace adrocato, is at the

Syracuse University Library, and the 'Diai-y of Elilm Burrit.ti noted peace

crusader, may be found at the Public Library, New. Britain, Comnsecticut,

'rho Ii].lia.m Ladd papers and the recc:rds of the Anerican Peace Society, 1n

the possession of the Anerican Peace bociety, are at the j.atter's ofﬁ.cc at :

lnshi.ngton, ‘By c. The A.ibrary of Congress, of course, has a mz.mber of co.l.-l

lections thut relute to the satislavery crusade. N | o
The Horace iann papers, &t the Hassachusstts Historical Society, o

the Bronson Alcott letters and diaries,’ at the Concord. Publie hibrary, —

the letters of Jared Sparaf.s, at the ‘Iarvard Univers:.tj uibra.z ¥, the Mirutes

of the Boa.rd of Educastion of Syracuse, and the fiecords of the Gity Councii

of Syracuaa ‘throe considerabie l.ignt. npon h'ny's educatiom.l., temperance,

woman's rights and various humanitarian activ:.ties. Pertinent material wasg

also found in the Town Records of Brooxlyn, Connecticut and in the Court

House of Onor:daga County, Syracuse, New York. 'I'he windham County Anti-

Slavery ft.cords and the Minutes of the Female A.nti-Shvery Soclety of

Brooklyn, Connecticut are at the State Library, Hartford, Connectimt.

Finaily, reference should be made to the letters and minute books of the

American Unitarian .\ssqciation which reveul May's activities in the Unitarian R

Church. ‘ N | |
cot;siderubie.nfaterial was gleaned from un exazinution of Newspaperss-

The Amerlcan Mercury of H.a.rtfom, the Connecticut Ub.,erve.r, the Connecticut

¥irror and a few issues of papers published at Broo lyn ang Findham wers

of help for the Brooklyn pastorate. The Boston Reccrasr, the Christian
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" on Ilay's poace act.i’viﬂes.
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ﬁegis ter, the Mtioml Philanthr 3 opist, the Teﬁgranco Journul, the _M _
of Ezma.nitx, t.he mu% anti-Slavery sp_r_g s the Libera Lo;, tha Fon~
Registant and a. nunber of other !Iassach:J.Satts papers were am;h:ed uith
profit. Far Lay'a 1ife in Hew York, the Syracuse gg;z gu_r » M
Standard Daily °tandnrd, ‘the Daily Courier, the -l-elig:lous P.ecorder, the
Syracuse Reveille, and the Christisn Inguirer tere of decided help. The

' ,arinted annua]. reports of the Americsn Anti—SAavery, and the Hew England Anti-

Slavery bocieties were or!’ some assistsnce. The ggvc.,ate of Paaca, the

Amgriean Advoca.ta of Peace, the Calumet, and the Friend of Pea.ce has materia.l.

~

. Of secondary works relating to the hnmnitariun efforts of the td.d-
nineteenth century there is no end. Ea.n,y of these wers exanined and from
most. of‘ ther some assistance W ob!;a.:med. Urs. Marty T. L!ann's, Life of .
Horsce ¥ann, L'.ann Wm. He Channing's, :—:moir of Wirldam Eliery Chunning, Fe -T a.nd

ﬁ. P. Garrisonls u.u.iam ;..lox Carrison, 1. H. Harper's .ife and ¥ork of Susan

Anthogx, Krout, J. 4., "The Gonesis and’ Deveiopmant of the Earlw

Temperance !bvement J.n New York Sta.té," in the Proceedin inps of the N New 'Iork State

Hj storical Ausociation, E, C. bt.an‘bon's, History of homun Suffrape, ami the
author?s Ploneering for "eace were of ne;p. Odeil Shepard's recent and

brilliant study of Bronson Alcott, entitied Pedizr's Prog;ess, Henry S,
Commagerts able i.uterpretation, Theodore Parker, ialph V. Hariow's, Gerrit
Smith, 6. H. Barnes and D. L. Dymond's, wetters of Theodore Yi'.‘e].d. Ax_:ge;ina

" Grimke ¥eld snd Sarsh Orimke, and Giibert H. Barnes® Ths Antis.avery Impulse

should be shgled:: out for special commendation.
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