
Walking Down Memory Lane

Via Our Church Buildings

1839-2007

A presentation by Rog Hiemstra at the August 12, 2007, May 

Memorial UU church service, Syracuse, NY. See Appendix A for 

supplemental information and several supportive links.



Depicting our First Church ï
Known as the Little Tabernacle on E. 

Genesee St. (1839-1843)

Rev. John Storer (our 1st minister) called it the Little 

Tabernacle; it opened in January, 1839, and was build for $607. 

No pictures or drawings of it exist, so this is a graphic of an 

Unitarian chapel in the mid-1800s to depict how it might have 

looked. 



Our 1st Genesee St. Site ï

As It Looks Today!

The Hiscock & Barclay bldg. at State St. where E. Genesee 

ends. Its founder, Judge Frank Hiscock, was an active 

leader in our church in the early part of the last century.



Our Second Church - Church of 

the Messiah (1843-1885)

It was dedicated Nov. 23, 1843, and initially built for $5,000. 

It was on the south corner of Lock (now State) St. & Burnet 

Ave. A prior building on this site was destroyed by winds in 

1852. This one cost $10,000 and was dedicated April 14, 1853.



Syracuse Birdseye View - 1874

A birds-eye oblique angle view by artist H. H. Bailey, artwork popular 

in the 19th Century for depicting cities. Note the Erie Canal! For more 

info see the 2nd reference at the end of this slide show.



Magnified View
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of the Messiah, no. 42, at the corner of Burnet Ave. and Lock St.


