Walklng Down I\/Iemory Lane
Via Our Church Buildings
18332007

A presentation by Rog Hiemstra at the August 12, 2007, May
Memorial UU church service, Syracuse, NY. See Appendix A for
supplemental information and several supportive links.



Depicting our First Church i |2
Known as the Little Tabernacle on E. oo

Genesee St. (1839-1843)

Rev. John Storer (our E minister) called it the Little
Tabernacle; it opened in January, 1839, and was build for $607.
No pictures ordrawings of it exist, so this is a graphic of an

Unitarian chapel in the mid-1800s to depict howt might have
looked.



Our 15t Genesee St. Site 1 33

As It Looks Today! :
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The Hiscock & Barclay bldg. at StateSt. where E. Genesee
ends. Its founder, Judge FrankHiscock, was an active
leader in our church in the early part of the last century.



Our Second Church - Church of | ss2:

the Messiah (1_843885) 1T
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It was dedicated Nov. 23, 1843, and initially built for $5,000.
It was on the south corner of Lock (now State) St. & Burnet

Ave. A prior building on this site was destroyed by winds in
1852. This one cost $10,000 and was dedicated Adr4, 1853.



A birds-eye oblique angle view by artist H. H. Bailey, artwork popular
in the 19" Century for depicting cities. Note the Erie Canal! Formore
info seethe 2'd reference at the end of this slide show.



Thi s magni fied view shows the ¢
of the Messiah, no. 42, at the corner of Burnet Ave. and Lock St.



Our 2"d Church Site i esee

As It Looks Today! o

It is now a parking lot T where Burnet tees into State St.
1-690 runs along the elevated area to the right.



Our 4% Church, 3rd Site - | 3:::

472 James Street (1885-1964) | :

May Memorial church (named in honor of Rev. Samuel May)
was dedicated October 20, 1885, and built for $50,000.



Our 39 Church Site T

You Guessed itI Another Parking Lot!




James Street Church Interior |32
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There were 10 stained glass windows (5 per side) and a left and
right alter area. The floor sloped down to the alter 30 inches.
The cherry pews would seat 500. Wooden trusses and steel rods
supported the upper level. Theorgan and choir were in a niche
over the pulpit initially, but in the rear of the auditorium after

a renovation. Also there were classrooms, over which were a
parlor, kitchen, and gathering spaces.



James Street Church 333

Candlelight Service 2
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A holiday tradition begun by Rev. Argow was this Moravian candle light service
where he and the children lit candles one at a time. Busts of Sam May and Sam
Calthrop (now in our Memorial Room) surrounded the original alter area



Rev. John Fuller in the James | %

Street Church 3

In this view the curcas been remodeled and

Rev. Fuller is presenting a sermon.
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ol A LOYAL FOLLOWER OF JESUS HE
{\Z [[FLOVED COD SUPREMELY AND HIS

W-MEN AS HIMSELF - HE
LPED THE ERRINC AND SORROWFUL
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This plague honoring Rev. Sam May hung under the stained glass
window dedicated to Sam. Believed lost when the building was razed,
but rediscovered at the Onondaga Historical Society in 2006, it now is
on the outside southwest wall of our current building (see the last slide).



James St. Stained Glass Windows | 2:¢

One of the 10 stained glass windows in that church, Appendix A has
a link to all the photos and a corresponding narrative



May Memorial Parish House | &

(1940-1964) -

Increasing numbers of parishioners and their children
required more space for RE and meetings. The house
next door at 466 James St. was purchased for $5,000 in
1940 and dedicated Feb. 16, 1941.



James St. Church and
Parish House




