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Depicting our First Church i | ss:

o0
Known as the Little Tabernacle on E. Genesee St. (1839-1843) | ¢

No photos or drawings of our first church, a
small wooden chapel at 347 E. Genesee St. are
available. However, this depiction of an actual
Unitarian chapel in the 1800s suggests how it
might have looked. Ours was erected in 1839
for a cost of $607.



Our 1st Genesee St. Site |
As It Looks Today!

Hiscock & Barclay bldg. 7 State St. where E.

Geneseendsi next to a parking lot




Our Second Church - Church of
the Messiah (;8§-1885) oo

Built on Lock St. (now State St.) at the south corner of
Burnet Ave. for around $8,000, it was dedicated Nov.
23, 1843. The photo above is the®building as the Bt
one, with a spire, was destroyed in an 1852 hurricane.
This 2"d one was built on the same spot w/o a spire, for
$10,000 and rededicated April 14, 1853.



Syracuse Blrdseye Vlew 1874
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For more info seehtip://history.mmuus.ora/churchbuilldinas.pdf reference #2



http://history.mmuus.org/churchbuildings.pdf

Magnified View i
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Building no. 42 is the Church of the Messiah



Our 2"d Church Site i esee

As It Looks Today! o

Parking lot T Where Burnet tees into State Sfi
1-690 is to the right in this photo.



Our 4% Church, 3rd Site - | 3:::

472 James Street (1885-1964) | :

Built for around $50,000, it was dedicated Oct. 20, 1885. The
church operated an USQGtype organization, The Army Club,
during WWI for soldiers being trained at the State
Fairgrounds. During WWII our church women cooked and
served lunch to children in the area. Church members also
played key roles in the 1959 merger of Unitarians and
Universalists that took place in Syracuse.



Our 39 Church Site T

You Guessed itI Another Parking Lot!




James Street Church Interior | g:::
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The church auditorium was approached by an octagonal
vestibule and side porches. Inside were high wainscotings and
paneled ceilings. Pews, in cherry and in a crescent form,
descended towards the pulpit 30 inches. The organ and choir
were In a niche over the pulpit initially, but in the rear of the
auditorium after a renovation. Also there were classrooms, over
which were a parlor, kitchen, and gathering spaces.
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This plaque honoring Rev. Sam May hung under the stained glass
window dedicated to Sam. Believed lost when the building was razed,
but rediscovered at the Onondaga Historical Society in 2006, it now is
on the outside southwest wall of our current building (see the last slide).



James St. Staine Glass Windows| 2:¢

|

Cogswell/ Judson
Dana

Wallace

Putnam/ Storer
Phelps

For more information see


http://history.mmuus.org/windows.html

May Memorial Parish House | &

(1940-1964) -

Increasing numbers of parishioners and their children
required more space for RE and meetings. The house
next door at 466 James St. was purchased for $5,000 in
1940 and dedicated Feb. 16, 1941.



James St. Church and
Parish House




