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Beginning in January2006, articles (written by Roger Hiemstra unless

otherwise notd) r el at ed t o our h i sviareetoys Historyd e r
C o r n averé included in the church newsletter as a means for informing church
parishioners and friends about and generating interest in our history. They are
shown belowwith added graphicsThe date after each number is when it was
written; it was published in the next newsletter after that ddterecurringphoto

Is our second minister, Rev. Samuel Joseph May, for whom our church is named.
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William Ingersoll Bowditch g oL X |
1. (1/1/06) William Ingersoll éo:Nditc;h House

NPS photograph

I wasnot gui te sur e inwlveyg with ouachurce e d
history. Yes, | love history and like to dig through old books and papers. | also
knew some help was needed. When recently going through all the MMUUS
archival materials stored at Syraeugniversity to understand what was there, |
found the real answer. Reading through the Sam May file folders, Rev. May
mentioned several times working witlilliam Ingersoll Bowditchin his various
abolition and underground railroad activities (there is a William Bowditch house in
Brookline, Massachusettshown in the above photo apdeserved because of its
extensive use as an underground railroad stop). In September our daughter married
Seaan Bowditch, so | asked his mother (who had done research on the family) and,
| o and behoigeatgreStgreatnuicte is §Villiana o, with six degrees
of separation Janet and | can claim a direct connection to Sam May. How is that for
a resounshg confirmation of why | volunteered and it shows the enjoyment that
can come from understanding MMUUS history? Look for a table in the social hall
on January 15 where some of our historical documents will be on display and
dream about your own connect®to our past. Think, too, about volunteering to
help preserve our history. There are many ways you can help.
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Our Church Membership Book Iy e, el

2. (1/18/06)

AThe Bookd has been | ectr
Yes, that red ledger everyone signs when aggeein g1
become a member has been preserved through
Bob Burdickobés great digital photograph
Joshua Leonard and sever al ot hers who
names were actually copied over) on Septer8ph&838, to those many pages later
when seven people signed the book on November 20, 2005, the book has now been
photographed. So, give Bob a pat on t he
Click here if you would like to see a list wlembers for the first 100 years

We now have a new web page related to MMUUS history. If you are
interested you can see it dtistory.mmuus.org/indehtm| If you enjoy a
stimulating sermon, you will find several of them from our past settled ministers
(and from favorite daughter, Rev. Elizabeth Padgham) you can link to. If you find
time to read t hem, t el me  gdoprovide the v o r i
results later.
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Our Web Page Developmeni
3. (2/2/06)

Rev. Ellzabeth Padgha Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Strong

It has been a real joy and very informative to journey through the ten boxes
of material MMUUS already has stored in the Syracuse University archives unit. |
am a little over hdl way t hrough and keep discove
have helped me feel even more a part of the glorious history that is May Memorial.
We, as an institution, as well as each of our past ministers (and many past church


http://www-distance.syr.edu/members1st100yrs.html
http://history.mmuus.org/index.html

members), have made tremendaositributions to the greater Syracuse area and
beyond.

On Sunday, February 19, there will be another History display in the Social
Hall after the church service. Plan to see it. In addition to some more historical
artifacts and another annual scrapboakrifrmany years ago, come see a picture of
the most handsome minister we ever had, Rev. Albert Willard Clark, associate
pastor of May Memorial, 1962904. Look, too, for a special display Rev. Dr.
Samuel Robert Calthrop, our minister from 1868 to 191list@nding preacher,
scientist, poet , and athlete, he made
brief display on our former church locations and buildings will be included. Also
on display will be acopy of he Chi | d, signedoby ouBsixth Imister,

Rev. Robert Romig, and former RE Director, Dr. Elizabeth Manwell. These bibles
were given to all children in the 1940s. It was recently donated by a former
member.

Remember, too, theew web pagethat provides photos, information, and
links to sermons for all past settled parish ministers, Rev. Elizabeth Padgham
( MMUUSG f av o riiseeethe gleoto glioyeand Rev. Dr. Elizabeth
Strong, our Minister of Religious Education from 1988 to 2004 @urr first settled
woman minister. You can seall our past ministersat the following site
history.mmuus.org/index.htmlFinally, look for a handout describing the various
ways you can volunteer teelpart of preserving our history.
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Our Evolving History Preservation Activ
Ilay Ileraorial hias had four nares in its nearls 170 years. The first was the Unitarian Congregational

4 . (2/2 2/0 6) Society. The second was the Chareh of the Tessiah. Cur third weas Iay hleraorial Undtarian Society
in homor of our gecond minister, Rev. Sareel Ivay. Finally, we becarne the Iay Merorial Unitarian
Universalist Society after the Unitarian and Unirersalist organizations merged.

We are proud to announce that A

We have had eleven settled male ministers and one settled ferale minister [this does not include our

MMUUS has won a small grant ($3200; g siwston s iters, o orin o], Pl et

hin on each of the settled ministers (the wears in parentheses after each person’s name represents their

from the NeW Yor‘k State Convention Of wears of ministry in Syracuse). Click here for a hibliographeyr of materisl written by or ahout soree of our

ministers. [Photos of settled ministers are courtesy of Bob Burdick] & beautiful display of thess
Universalists to help with preservation ¢ gﬁmff;sjmm;;xgm?;;ﬁm“gh‘]‘;:“;;jgz:;';"};%m;jm
our church archives during the next 12 | v e e s o gt 12 200
months. This grant will enable us to
purchase archival quality file cabinets,
acid free storage containers, archival

quality memory scrapbooks, and other =

Rev. John Patker Boyd Siorer (1838-1844)

Our Various Names



http://history.mmuus.org/index.html
http://history.mmuus.org/index.html

archival supplies. In addition, there will be some finansigpport for the repair

and mounting of the Sam May marble tablet. Look for a rededication service later
this year. Finally, we will be able to purchase some equipment for obtaining an
oral history of church memories from people long associated with iheclt
Volunteers will be welcome for some of these activities.

We also have an archival committee (George Adams, June Card, Mary
Louise Edwards, Frank Healy, and Harsey Leonard) that will work with me to
develop a record management policy and implemesttguiures for gathering and
preserving information related to the ongoing history of MMUUS. Look for our
efforts in the near future.

Finally, if you have not recently looked at the web g¢#ee the graphic
above)l developed on our church histoflyistory.mmuus.org/index.htinijou are
invited to do so as much of the material shown in both the January and February
history displays have been included. Remember, too, to read some of the
outstanding sermonsy past ministers that you can link to from this web site. A
final note: If you have any churgaielated historical material, contact me to see if it
should be included in either the archives at May Memorial or in the archival
collection stored at Syracubmiversity.
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Our Presitgious Ancestors
5. (3/06/06)

We have had some prestigious
ancestors. Yo vaiready been introducec
to Rev. Elizabeth Padgham, our favorite
daughter. She and her sister, Clara, were
accomplished musicians. From an Augus79, newspaper clipping, it was noted
t hat EIlizabeth played fAiHebeo in Gilbert
old Weiting Opera House in Syracuse. A
she had a fAstrong votpossesadd!| wasl a paof
was in several other types of performances and operettas growing up and
continuing in musical activities in <co
booko in 1884, was a County Supewadi sor,
of Trustees in 1889.

A\ e
Syracuse Cathedral was built on an ancient Greek temple


http://history.mmuus.org/index.html

Another early leader was Dudley Phelps, who joined the church in 1839. He
was a member of the New York Assembly in 1855. He was early opposed to
slavery and was a delegate to the 1848 Free Soil Convention in Buffalérdée
Soi Partywas a shortived U.S. political party (1840856) that was opposed to
the extension of slavery into any of the then existing U.S. territories. Frank
Hiscock, who also became a member in 1884, was a prominent Onondaga County
Judge. He was an activeember of our Board of Trustees from 1919 into the
1930s.

Finally, there isJohn Wilkinsonwho became a member of the church in

1839 and was instrumental in its early ddvo p me nt . John was S
lawyer, first Post Master, and instrumental in bringing railroads to the Syracuse
ar ea. He al so came up with the name AS

on his knowledge of Syracusa 8icily (see the Syracuggathedral shown in the

photo above) His wife, Laura Starr Wilkinsonwas an early home economist

(called then Domestic Economy) and helped form the first professional home
economics association, the National Columbian Householdckdem, in 1893.

One of Sam Mayoés daughters married a W
Wilkinson who graced our church halls for many years, a direct descendent of
John.
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Scholarship on Sam May PENALTY
6. (4/4/06)

Those who attended our Sam May Dsgrvice on March 26 heard a
wonderful presentation bRavid Kaczynski You also heard how fervently Rev.

May expressed his own views against the death penalty, with the six reasons why
capital punishment should be abolished from his July 25, 18&ly York Daily
Tribunearticle. The more you learn about Sam, the more you realize how fortunate
we were to have his heritage as such an important part of our church history.

Thus, in the Sam May wepage are three new items for your reading
pleasure. One is a wonderful thesis written in 1964 by Catherine Covert Stepanek
entitled,Saint Before His Time: Samuel J. May and Aozer Educational Reform
showing another |1Iimportant aspect of Sat



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wilkinson_%28Syracuse_pioneer%29
http://books.google.com/books?id=F6cWRxU9go4C&pg=PA105&lpg=PA105&dq=National+Columbian+Household+Association,+in+1893&source=bl&ots=aPDi94HsRl&sig=TcsFuXN3yd9c-wHzRqb4TsbIdL8&hl=en&sa=X&ei=w_1pT_eeDOn9sQL8pa2eCQ&ved=0CCMQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=National%20Colum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Kaczynski
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/covert-may-thesis.html

Blakeslee is converting it to a digital formfar our web site Thanks Irene and
Bob. Another is a paper also written by Catherine, entittedetic in Syracuse:
Samuel Joseph May, 184871 The third is an address by Catherine given in this
church on February 13, 1972, entitldthe Remarkable Mr. May Dr . Stepan
executrix, her daughter Carolyn Holmes, has kindly given us permission to include
these three documents on our web page.

Incidentally, Carfyn also loaned me a copy of tMemoirof Samuel J. May
that her mother owned. This book, a memoir, was published in 1873. It makes for
great reading and although | have only read parts of it, | have allemthed so
much new about the amazing Sam May. | will share some excerpts at a later date.

3
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The Origin of San
7. (4/17/06)

Many who read this newsletter
think fondly about several past and
present social activities: Fagt Night
Pub, square dancing, talent shows, potlucks, concerts, potlucks, Garnet Hill ski
weekend, etc.. Such socializing opportunities are very important and help make
attending MMUUS so wonderful. But, socializing has been very important since
this chuch was formed. In 1838 through the latter part of th® Century,

Syracuse was dominated by Calvinists. Presbyterian principles ruled and most of
the leading people were Presbyterian. In many ways it was stifling for our
ancestors and the Calvinists signpefused to associate with us because we would
not accept Trinitarian beliefs. The archives contain reports of how being with each
other became crucial. Thus was born lovely and lively Unitarian social evenings of
food, entertainment, games, and conusrsa, church hallmarks that have
continued for nearly 12 decades.

Here is the origin of Achore boyo 1
service. It is from thevlemoir of Samuel Joseph Mayhomas Mumford (Ed.),

Boston: Roberts Brothers, 1873 (available malatwww.hti.umich.edu/cqgi/t/text/
textidx?c=moa;idno=ABJ120Q0p. 232, and attributed to Transcendentalist Amos
Bronson Alcott ywww.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/ authors/ajcott/ S a mo s
brotherin-l a w: A Mr . A. B. Al cott was once ¢



http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/may-heretic-in-syracuse.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/may-heretic-in-syracuse.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/remarkable-mr-may.html
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa;idno=ABJ1200
http://www.hti.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/%20text-idx?c=moa;idno=ABJ1200
http://www.hti.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/%20text-idx?c=moa;idno=ABJ1200
http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/authors/alcott/

engaged from morning until night in errands of mereyiisiting the sick, burying

the ded, helping fugitive slaves and canal bdgee the photo above of a canal

boy leading mules pulling an Erie Canal bpatnd prisoners who wish to reform.

When he reached home at evening, and was drawing off the boots from his weary
feet, Mr. Alcott saido | have found a new name for vy
boy. You do the Lordés chores. 6 o
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May Memori al 0s
War Time

8. (5/10/06)

Florida Tracy, an active
member of May Memorial durin:
much of the first half of the 20Century was a fount of information about our
church. Her involvement, observations, and memory are recorded in many places
throughout the archives. Here are some of her remembrances. During WWI, May
Memorial was the first church in Syracuse to provide recredtiaativities for
sol diers of the U.S. Armyods Rainbow Di
Guard and 4% Division, the first Division sent to Europe in 1918 to support
French troops) being trained in the Syracuse area and camped at the State Fair
grourd s k n Gamp Syaasusefd Si x days a week in tF
from noon to the evening we provided a free cafeteria service with church women
serving as hostesses. Shosvevere installed in the cellar and our church President
at that time, Irving Merrill, taught literacy classes in arithmetic. WWI affected us
in other ways, too. Our minister during the time periBéy. Dr. John Henry
Applebee took a leave to serve asRed Cross Chaplin. This war service on
battlefields and in hospitals undermined his health. On his return he found that his
wife, Alice, was suffering from cancer and died after much suffering. He never
really recovered.

The Womends All uanbewomeanastgveuphd:l
period and up into the 60s, carried out a number of community service activities.

For example, each year the Alliance provided a noontime Christmas dinner and
entertainment on the last day of school before the holiday%oto 100 of the
poorest first and second graders in two nearby public schools. Eventually as the



http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nysghs/camp_syracuse1.htm

need for a meal | essened, It mor phed |
carried on today. Church sewing groups also provided clothes and banulatipes f

Red Cross to use and after both world wars this energy went to producing clothing

for refugee babies. As can be expected, and | am talking to the men of the church
now, where would we all be without the tireless efforts, great energy, and super
leackrship of May Memorial women.

Marvelous
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Two of our Tireless Ancestors
9. (5/17/06)

May Memorial has been blessed throughout
its history, and continuing right up until today, to
have had many pillars that step up, often very
quietly, to take on importda and/or needed roles in the church. From unsigned
material in the archives, someone provided testimony to two such people in our
past. The first was Dr. Marion Sylvester Doolgge the photo abovean active
member during the first part of the last ey, who made it a life long habit to
visit people when they were ill. Many people in our church were sustained by visits
from Dr. Dooley and his wife. A doctor of medicine, for many years he was
Professor and Head of the Department of Pharmacology 8iytheuse College of
Medicine. He wrote valued pharmacology and drug thebmmksduring the 30s
and 40s. He was President of our Lay me
Trustees, and Chair of the Unitarian Service Committeefamily membersvere
actve in thechurch, too.

Miss Elizabeth Ann Lewis was thought of as a saint, tireless worker, and
premier thinker in our church and our denomination regarding religious education.
She was director of our church school during the twenties and introdueedl lib
textbooks and liberal teachingshe worked cooperatively with a few other
advanced thinkers in the Unitarian church to influence the direction of curriculum
building committee at our national headquarters. She also taught numerous adult
education cowes in our church. She helped provide leadership for our lending
library, the social action committee, and neighborhood discussion groups active
during that time. She was very active in the greater Syracuse community, too.
MMUUSOG her it ag eeofipsoplesliae Marior dnd Hizlweth.u s




Finally, if you have not looked at tifgam May linkon our web page, there
are four new pieces there about Sam. Two from historian, Dr. CatheowvertC
Stepanek, and two sermons from Rev. Richard (Rick) R. Davis, First Unitarian
Society of Salem (Oregon). All four are terrific and you certainly will gain new
Il nsight into Rev. Mayobs | i fe.
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The Other Sam

10. (6/6/06)

Our third minister was &v.Dr. Samuel
Robert Calthrop, a minister for 4@ars
(18681911) and pastor emeritus aftkat.
Rev. Calthrop was truly a renaissance man.Hsgery.mmuus.org/index.htnalind
history. mmuus.orgbackwardglancehtml for more information and a marble bust
of Sam stands in the little foyer just before entering the RE area.

Born in England, he entered Cambridge at the age of 19 where hesdxcell
However, he refused to sign 39 Articles of the Anglican church faith required by
the university which prevented his graduation and eventually led him to the United
States and Unitarianism. He was an excellent scientist having patented a
streamlined trim, discovered numerous sunspots, and learned to predict the
weather. He lectured in our church and elsewhere on a wide variety of topics
beyond religion such as astronomy, botany, financial management, flowers,
geology, physical training needs, and evarsing tomatoes. He was a personal
friend of Sir Isaac Newton and Susan B. Anthony. Like his predecessor, Sam May,
he was very interested in education and youth. A teacher prior to becoming a
pastor, he organized t he SgtrplaygrausdsinBoy s
Syracuse, and even taught at Syracuse UniveGiigk here for abiography of
Samwritten by his daughter, include pictures of that streamlined train.

Dr. Calthropwas a very physically fit individual most of his life. Tall, with a
big frame, and a great white beard, he was an expert boxer in his younger days, and
skilled at billiards, crew, cricket, hockey, rowing, and tennis. His true passion was
chess where he w&known as one of the best in the country by winning local and
state championships. He beat opponents while playing blindfolded and by playing
several at the same time. Able to quote verbatim from Greek and Latin Classics, he



http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/sjmay.html
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was widely published, a giftepgoet, and a sought after orator. All of this while
maintaining his pastorate here and being well loved and respected by both May
Memorial church members and people throughout Syracuse. Renaissance man,
indeed. Wow, were we lucky or what.

THE LELOVED MINISTER OF THIS IN MEWMOP T f ¥ A LOYAL FOLLOWER OF JESUS HE

CHURCH DURINGC TWENTY -FOUR SAMUELJos _* “AY LOVED COD SUPREMELY AND HiS

YEARS HIS LIFE DIFFUSED THE FELLOW-MEN AS HIMSELF - HE
o Marvelous RADIANCE OF PIETY AND CHARITY :‘I’:: :: :gf:.‘uﬁr;ufsr :Zl'a7_?7 HELPED THE ERRING AND SORROWFUL
\g Hlbtor THROUCHOUT THIS COMMUNITY o= AND UPLIFTED THE DOWNTRODDEN
¥ IN THE STRUCCLE ACAINST SLAVERY HE WAS AMONG THE EARLIEST MOST FEARLESS AND MOST CONST
COI'I]CI' A FERVENT DEVOUT PREAGHER AN ASSIDUOUS LOVING PASTOR - AN UNTIRING APOSTLE OF EDUCATION
TEMPERANGE AND PEACE < A STEADFAST DEFENOER OF SPIRITUAL LIBEF
TRUSTING wuou.v m mt IDEAL RICHT HE LABORED FROM YOUTH TO Actm BRING IN THE Ki m OF oD
Sam MayA Man Ahea e WHEN DEATH WAS NEAR HE SAID

AY MAVE HEREATTER A CLEARER VISION 1 CAN HARDLY: u&u A S URER: FALH

of His Time
11. (6/26/06)

As most who read this newsletter know by now, the marble tablet honoring
Sam May that was in the James Street church, once thought lost, was found. It will
be repairedhung on the southwest outside wall of the chuasiddedicated on
Octoberl An exciting and meaningful ti me
more on our beloved Rev. May.

In manyways, Sam was always ahead of his time. He helped found the
American AntiSlavery Society in 1833. Hear the power, poignancy, and even
irony in his words when he spoke on May 8, 1834, at trenhiversary meeting of
t hat Soci ety i n N3MgainslavBry, mitliangof Humam beingsh i ¢
are held as chattels. Yes . . . they are driven along the streets of Washington, with
less liberty than cattle, in the sight of that proud capital, where the national flag is
flying, and where so many fine thingsesaidi n t he f avor of I i b
with such fervor for years throughout the Northeast and was mobbed five times for
the voice he refused to quiet. No wonder he brought that fire here and eventually
was front and cent erAsiourown Rey. Johd leulier spid Re s «

I n a 1966 sermon about Dr . May and the
the freedom of all men, on fire for righteousness, on fire especially for his poor
brothers in slavery.o

He was ahead of his times in so manthier ways, too. You know of his
stance against the death penalty, but did you know that in 1826 at age 29 he
founded one of the earliest Peace Societies in the U.S., the Windham Golnty (
Peace Society. When he was President of the Syracuse BoardiadtiBd he
abolished corporal punishment. Peace, forgiveness, and do no harm obviously were
part of his lifelong motto. One can go on and on about our Sam May, so once that
marble tablet is in place, walk by occasionally and thank him for who he was.


http://history.mmuus.org/tablethanging.pdf
http://history.mmuus.org/tablet.html
http://history.mmuus.org/tablet.html
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The Ladies of the Unitarian Society

12. (8/9/06)

History Committee members have e
been involved in various preservation
activities this summer. For example, George Adams is inventorying our many files,
folders, and boxes; Harsey Leonard is retrievimgges from slides and other
media. Mary Louise Edwards and | are removing acid from old papers and
preparing material to be stored at Syracuse University. It is hard work at times, but
most enjoyable, and we keep learning more about our wonderful histarydo
need more help so please volunteer some time.

I canot resi st sharing one of t he
microfilm. Someone photographed old scrapbooks years ago and many delightful
items have come alive. Let me take you back to yesderyear te birth of our
bel oved c h862 and thisdélighffus piece shows up in the local
newspaper:

The Ladies of th&JNITARIAN SOCIETY, will repeat their entertainment
MAn Evening with Dickens, 0
In Wieting HallOn Monday Evening, Feb. 3, 1862
PROGRAMME:
1. Tableau The Soldiers Dream.
2. Pantomime Ballad Mistletoe Bough.
3. From Dombey & Soi [and it goes on from there for 13 acts]
Admission 25 cents Children 15 cents
Cand6t you just picture peopl evatthr om t
the Unitarian ladies and their entertainment activities? As Big Russ would say (for
t hose who have Bg&uwsandMem RwHhaeér adsountry
city where Unitarians can entertain people of varying faiths with material from
Dickers. It must have been something!



12

Marvelous

g History

COI’I]CI’

Refl ecting on Sam May
13. (8/29/06)

On September 12 we can celebrate the
20"anni versary of Sam
necessarily a special occasion, but nearing
his birth date prompted me to read
throughan inspirational little book,

In Memoriam. Samuel Joseph Mahis book was published in 1871 a few months
after Rev. Mayods deat h, July 1, 1871.
Caltrop andseveral church members and friends (Mr. C. D. B. Mills, Mr. D. P.
Phelps, Mr. H. N. White, Mrs. Mary E. Bagg, and Mrs. Rebecca J. Burt) prepared
and published this testimony tioe life of Sam May.

Just reading about the July 6 funeral service bringfs tears to the eyes as
well as renewed awe regarding the many lives that Sam touched. Many people
participated in the service, some traveling long distances to do so. This from the
address of Mr. William Lloyd Garrison, publisher of the very respected ant
slavery newspaper, thaberator, sums up well the sentiment expressed in many
ways that day: A have | ost a most af fe
untiring ceaworker in the broad field of freedom and humanity, a brother beloved
incomparaly beyond all blood relationship. Syracuse has lost one of its most
useful and esteemed citizens; the nation one of the worthiest of its sons; the world
one of the purest, most philanthropic, most divinely actuated of all its
mul titudi nous pypbirthday, &ami, and .thanks Ha mracing our
church and our community with your devoted service.

One of Rev. Mayods | east touted contr
important, was his untiring championing of better education for the youth of our
community and our country. Historian Catherine Covert wrote a well researched
and delightful Masterb6s thesis on her
teaching career at SlBaint Before His Time: Samuel J. May and American
Educational ReformThanks to the able assistance of Irene Blakeslee in converting
a photocopy of this 1964 document to a digital format and the permission of
Cat herineds daught etisnow dmthe Sam dlaydvelr phge | d
al ong with two oinformative peces @2lated toCSam éMayt 0 s



http://history.mmuus.org/inmemorialsjm.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/covert-may-thesis.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/covert-may-thesis.html
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(www.mmuus.org/whewe-are/history/simay.hti They are highly recommended
readirg for anyone interested in education.

Finally, put the afternoon of October 1 on your calendar as we rededicate the
Sam May Memorial Marble Tablet that hung on the wall of our former James
Street church. More details will follow later.
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May Slagi@A Tireless Worker

14. (9/17/06)

| just love it when an article i
sort of writes itself. On September 12 |
Janet and | were election inspectors =
for the primary. Where | was assigner &
one of my fellow inspectors was an 81
year old man by the namd @valt Slagle. | thought nothing of the name, but
during our nine hours together | mentioned my involvement with May Memorial.

He then proceeded to tell me that he used to attend May Memorial at the former
James Street church. He taught Sunday Schoolasashe was old enough and

he fondly remembers riding in 1941 with a carload of May Memorial boys driven
by Reginald Manwel | (Hankdés dad) to a
youth conference. He remembers most fondly Rev. Robert Romig (our minister
from 1941 to 1946) who he said was a wonderful man.

But here is where the fun began. | knew | should know that name. Then he
told me that his Mom was May Sl agl e an
from pouring over old documents, but some who relad newsletter will
remember May as a long time and indispensable office manager of May Memorial.

As noted inMay No One Be A Strangérp . 45) Ain the minds
school children who heard their parents mention May Slagle, she, not the minister
from 100 years ago, was t(bee thesphaioraboze 0b f t |
May playing the piano so some RE children could sing aldvigy. was one of the

most active of all our volunteers in the school lunch program the church sponsored
and ran during WVII. She edited the church newsletter, for many years, too. She
retired in 1974 and died in May (what other month could it be) of 1978 at the age

of 85. Walt remembers that Nick Cardell did a beautiful memorial service for his
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Mom. Incidentally, his brotlreEugene went to our church and his Dad ran a
woodwor king center for youth in the J:
sister, Helen McKnight, was an active church member and served as church
historian for several years (thanks, Helen).

So this articles dedicated not only to May Slagle, but to all the wonderful
people who have served as office manager, treasurer, sextant, custodian, and many
other important staff positions during our 168 year history down to people such as
Karen and Leslie today. Thishurch could not have happened without you. We
send a big thanks and salute back through the ages.

Marvelous
% g Hlstory
Corner

Dedicating Sam Mayds |
15. (10/3/06)

The dedication service on October 1
was wonderful and the rains stayed away.
The choir sangye all sang, and several
people spoke, including former member Jean Hoefer at the
and Historian, Jean Hoefer. She and Bill Dedication Service
traveled from afar to be with us for the
dedication(see the photo aboveln addition, Professor Ron DeRutte from SU
described how he will repaind mount the tablet this fall.

Here is a bit about the tabletds his
window in the James Street church in 1886 as a memorial to Sam May. The
sermon delivered at its unveiling was by a good friend, Rev. Williafil&en,
who had been iIinfluenced by Sam during
Massachusetts. Rev. Tilden described Sam this way in words so consistent with
what we have come to know about Sam Ma
as Gibraltar, he waso r a | heroo (from this @docume
Vinal, W. G., 1954,0ld Scituate churches in a changing worMorwell, MA:

Ladies Alliance of The First Parish Church, p. 3&ge history.mmuus.m/
windows.htmlfor a look at all the stained glass creations in that church and click
on the name being honored shown at the bottom of each window to read a
description. The tablet was broken while being removed from the church in 1963
before its razing transported to the Onondaga Historical Society, then lost.
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Fortunately, it was rediscovered last summer, transported to May Memorial, and
soon will adorn our outside southwest wall. Somehow it feels fitting that it will
look out on the Memorial Garden @nPavilion. See history.mmuus.org/
maytablet.htmFor a color photo of the tablet. The inscribed words are difficult to
read in the photo, so here they are as they were written one hundred and twenty
years ago:
In memory of Samuel Joseph May, born in Boston Septelfibéi797 died
in Syracuse July, 1871.The beloved minister of this church during twenty
four years, his life diffused the radiance of piety and charity throughout this
community. A loyafollower of Jesus, he loved God supremely and his
fellon-men as himself. He helped the erring and sorrowful and uplifted the
downtrodden. In the struggle against slavery he was among the earliest,
most fearless and most constant. A fervent, devout preaamessiduous,
loving pastor, an untiring apostle of education, temperance and peace, a
steadfast defender of spiritual liberty. Trusting wholly in the ideal right he
labored from youth to age bring in the kingdom of God. When death was
near he saidfi | may have hereafter a clearer visidngan hardly have a
surer faith.o
| close with the words read by President, Fred Fiske, as the official
dedication of the tablet and pavilion: "We have gathered here today to remember
Ernie Archambault as a represative of the many MMUUS parishioners over our
history who have stood for selfless commitment to May Memorial and to
remember Samuel J. May as a representative of the many ministers and others
throughout our history who have provided leadership for May dfeh to
maintain an important place in the greater Syracuse Community. May this pavilion
and this marble tablet stand as symbols of such devotion for many generations to
come. We so dedicate these symbols."

Marvelous
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Funer al Services for
16.(10/17/06)
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| looked through material recently
and reread the October 9, 2002st
Standarcar t i cl e on Rev.
death and what he meant to MMUUS,
the Syracuse Community, and so many
people. It reminded me of his memorial
servie and all the things said about Nick
by various peopl e.
mind lead to searching for similar
material on perhaps our two most famous
historical figures.

In a May 14, 1917Syracuse Heraldrticle about Rev. Dr. Samuel Calthrop
(the phaos above show the busts fasth Rev. May and Rev. Calthréphe busts
are located ithe Memorial Room), the author described how hundreds visited our
James Street church for fone | ast | ook
of flowers had beebuilt in front of the chancel; over the pulpit and communion
table, reaching from the ceiling nearly to the floor, hung an American flag.
Entering the church a visitor saw only the flag and flowers and it was not until
coming closer that within the bierf dlowers could be seen the coffin of the
beloved pastor. Rev. Calthrop was crowned with his black skull cap, without which
he never appeared in public other than when he delivered a sermon. He lay as if in
peaceful sleep and looked just as though he hedt snto an afternoon nap.
Mothers lifted their children to see his gentle face among the flowers and tears
streamed from the eyes of many who mourned his loss and revered the 49 years of
service he gave to May Memorial and the greater Syracuse community.

Rev. Samuel Mayos funer al on July
gathering of devoted worshipers, friends, community and national dignitaries, and
townspeople who respected his great service. At 10 that morning his body in a
metallic casket was moved tihe Church of the Messiah, our second church
building, which had been decorated, and placed before the pulpit from which he
had spoken so many faithful, earnest words (d@story.mmuus.org/
MMUUSchurchbuildings.html The church doors were then opened and hundreds
filed by for a last look at his loving face. Subsequently, every church seat was
filled, the porch was crowded, and the stairway and yard outside filled with the old
and young, kh and poor, all eager to join in doing honor to the name and memory
of a man who had done so much for so many. Fittingly, Rev. Calthrop gave a
moving prayer during the service that brings tears to the eye just reading it some
135 years later. A memoriabbk to Sam May published in 1871 is being prepared
for inclusion on thehurch web pagdt contains much more information about his

rrchivebo

6
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life and the funeral service that honored his living, contidims, and meaning to
May Memorial. It stands as a testament to the many leaders who have served this
church so well.

N, 9‘ Marvelous

'g History
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Some Reflections on Building
our CurrenChurch

17. (11/8/06)

At Dave Ashleyods wu e |l ooked
material in our churchrchives and the
Syracuse University archives regarding the
enormous work by so many associated with conceiving, planning, designing, and
building our current church. Especially gratifying was reading through a two inch
file at the Syracuse Universitydnival collection regarding the famed Dean Pietro
Bel | u ¢seehhis@boto abova)umerous architectural contributions to our
church. It was intriguing to see the various push and pull discussions and a
willingness by many people to meet our needs whikintaining the design
integrity. Getting behind the scenes of our fascinating venture in the early 1960s
was a real treat.

So many people from May Memorial contributed countless hours to enable
3800 E. Genesee St. become the wonderful place that we khose. than 100
people participated via a dozen crucial committees to make it all happen. Some of
the current members involved included Doug Aird, Howland Auchincloss, Mal
Clark, Al Obrist, Helen Obrist, and Dorothy Riester. The next time you see one of
themask about their memories of this important time in our church history. To
look at some related photos and papers, go higtory.mmuus.org/
churchbuilding.pdf

Many thanks go to Lisa Obrist (witielp from Helen and Al) who was able
to identify several people in photos from that time our current church was being
built. Thanks also to Verah Johnson, newest History Committee member, and Irene
Blakeslee and Lyn Coyle who have typed much of the new pdgb material that
has been added recently as noted below.

Finally, three new Web page items have been added that are well worth
your perusal. One 1 s Dr . Cat hefBanne Co
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Before His Time: Samuel J. May and American RBtiooal Reform at
www.mmuus.org/whewe-are/history/covermay-thesis.html. Another is a very
moving story of Sam May o6 s INIMENMGRJAMid eat h,
Samuel Josph May This can be viewed at history.mmuus.org/
inmemorialsim.html The third isMay No One Be A Strangéy Jean Hoefer and

Irene Baros Johnson Raistory.mmuus.org/stranger.htmrhis wonderfully written

history of our church from 1838 to 1988 has been enhanced with many links to
relevant support material. Both these latter two will be added to the church web
page in the near future.

Marvelous

'g History
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Our Heroic Acts of Social Justice
18. (11/21/06)

[, like so many, stand in awe of Dan
and Doris Sage, who along with Dick Weiskopém Feld, and Phil and Donna
Muhs-McCartenrecently traveled to Fort Benning, Georgia, to bear witness in this
ongang travesty against social justideitially called the School of the Americas
(SOA), and ow called théNestern Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation
(WHINSEC), it has been often referred to as the School of Assa&s.\Watch
IS a national organization that helps draw attention to what they really do there.
The school trains Latin American soldiers, police, and government officials, many
of whom return to their countries to perpetrate various hungdrs abuses. Dan
and Doris, along with Nick Cardell and other Syracuse residents paid a huge price
in the past for their witness there, even by serving a six month jail term.

May Memorial members and leaders actually have a long history of heroic
acts n the name of social justice. This began with our direct ancestors in the 1830s
who braved isolation, hostility, social ostracism, and even persecution to start our
religious home in Syracuse. Our many ministers, too, have been courageous
leaders for soclgustice issues. To name a few, Sam May quickly comes to mind
for his work with antislavery, antic api t a l puni shment, wome.]
educational issues just to name a few of his many accomplishments. We also
should not forget Rev. Calthropé@n hi s advocacy for the
Rev. Argow and his work with public health and housing, Rev. Applebee and his
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work with the Red Cross during WWI, Rev. Fuller and his work in civil rights, and

Rev. Cardell and Rev. é&thooo.ngds wor k wi't
But it has been our many church wide efforts that have marked May
Memor i al as an institution dedicated tc

over the years have provided playground equipment for Onondaga County
orphans, bought and distritead milk for undernourished children in the schools,
provided reading and social rooms for unemployed people during the depression,
given financial support to a residence for elderly women, created atypeO
social environment for soldiers being trainedtlae State Fair Grounds during
WWII, fed lunches to children whose mothers were working during that same warr,
and collected food and clothing for European relief soon after its end. More
recently, our sanctuary efforts some two decades ago during EldSalvad s
horrendous history of abuse, our ongoing homeless and hungry efforts through the
collection of food and other I t ems, al
church serve as examples of that continuing social justice commitment.

There actually is ot room enough in this short article to give all the credit
that is due to the May Memorial people who have devoted countless hours and
many dollars to such important issues. You can read more about this devotion and
why it is easy to take pride in thisutch for its ongoing social justice history by
reading throughhistory.mmuus.org/backwardglance.htamd history.mmuus.org/
stranger.htmlSofit i p your hato to Dan, Doris, Di
time you see them and say thanks as fine representatives of our great social justice
heritage.

Marvelous
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Elizabeth and Reginald Manwell B iz
19. (12/4/06) .
Barbara Mihalas recently pointed Dr. Elizabeth Manwell
out to me a great UU web site fohurch DRE 1936-1949

history buffs, thelictionary of UU

biography: www.uua.org/uuhs/duub/index.htmlhere is a great Sam May

bi ography there. | 6ve nowalthrepeand maysdoe d t
others later. Speaking of web resources, an 1885 booklet devoted to the October
20, 1885, James St. church dedication is now online. It makes for some great
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readi ng. See especially the sermon by
classic. This booklet isavailable on the church web sitaistory.mmuus.org/
maychurch.html

I recently interviewed Hank Manwel |
efforts to talk with long time May Eimorial members so we can learn more about
our church history. We hope to make several interviews available online some time
in the future and they will serve as an important archival resource so current and
future May Memorial members can better undebtanr past. It was a delightful
interview and | gained much new information. Some of what | learned will appear
in later newsletters and it triggered the heart of this article. We are looking for
other volunteer interviewers; we will do the training angmy the digital
recorder.

|l 6ve |l ong been intrigued with the ye
Hankos p a r izmbethsManwdlr aur DRE from 1831949, and Dr.
Reginald Manwell. Hank provided great first hand knowledge of their long term
involvement with our youth. Seiday No One Be A Strangénistory.mmuus.org/
stranger.htmlto find out more about their impact on the church

Reginald, for example, wrote with 1y ;
Sophia Lyon Fahs the ckis Beacon

(Beacon Press, 1947; a revised edition was
published Iin 1962).
basedon his May Memorial church school
classes that studied other religious groups ar
visited many different congregations in the
city. A wonderful scrapbook in our archives
captures the work that he and various young
people did during the 1941941 yeatearning
about numerous churches. During then they
visited and studied such Syracuse religious
institutions as Jewish temples, a Russian
Orthodox church, a Catholic cathedral, a Lutheran church, an Episcopal church, a
Presbyterian church, a Congregatl church, a Methodist church, a Baptist
church, a Christian Scientist church, and the Society of Friends. | can only imagine

the knowledge and memories taken away by the young people in Syracuse and
around the country exposed to this curriculum andhoeytenvy their experiences.

This paragraph can best be ended by p:
history from the 1830s right up through today who have given of their time and
talent serving the youth of our church. We owe them much.

THE CHURCH ACROSS
THE STREET
]

REGINARD D. MANWELL, SOPHIA LYON
FAHS
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PastMembers Reminisce About our Church
20. (12/30/06)

| am very happy to report that the
repaired Sam May marble tablet now
resides on our outside west wall over &7
looking the Memorial Garden. It is so 3\
beautiful and takes your breathe away
when you timk that it first adorned our
James Street church wall in 1885. When Jill Evans and | first saw it on December
17 sitting in a protective cradle built by Dale Sherman while the silicone epoxy
was drying, it was truly an emotional moment. Professor DeRlidta marvelous
job and thanks to those who helped in various ways, especially in mounting it at its
final resting placeSostep down to the Memorial Garden and see this work of art.

Il n keeping with our tabl et démolingst ory

memories about the James Street church. Back in the very early 1960s, a
committee headed by a Mrs. Kenneth Kindelsperger and a Polly Lape, asked a
number of current or for mer me mber s
group at May Memorial formany years, taeminisceabout the church. The
decision had already been made to build a new church and they decided it was
important to gather some recollections. We are indebted to their insightfulness.
This newsletter piece and at least the next orler@port some of these nuggets.
For example, Florida Tracy remembers how in the 20s and 30s special collections
were taken during Sunday services to meet the needs of several community
charities that we having tough financial times because of the depreSs$ie also
remembered Mrs. Bigelow, a stately older women, from one of the wealthy
Syracuse families, who wore small bonnets tied with a velvety ribbon under her
chin, basque [corset shaped] fitting dresses, with billowy skirts. Mrs. Bigelow had
told Florida that she remembered making lemonade as a little girl for the annual
picnic day that the Unitarians held for lower income children. [We were doing our
social justice in many ways a century ago.]

Helen Eager, who was two years old in 1885 when the J&tnest church
was dedicated, remembered her grandmother telling about the very early days of
the church when Sunday meetings were sometimes held in cellars and in secret



22

because the negative feelings toward Unitarians in Syracuse were so intense. Helen
also remembers the last day of Sunday School each year as being very special. The
children would bring in wild flowers a
for decoration. Yards of daisy chains also were hung and the church always looked
very lovely. Finally, in May No One Be A Strangelean (see elsewhere the sad
news about Jean Hoef er 0it heke gpthho t for corth am
cover is shown above in honor of Jean who was one of Haaitborg and Irene

talked about the memorial tremadition that was started by Nick Cardell (p. 51,
history. mmuus.org/stranger.htinl. Il n the wearly 1900s wi
tradition, the Mitten Tree, where mittens and other warm clothing were diag

tree and later donated to people in need. This tradition even carried over into our
current church. It has been fun peaking in on these great memories and more will

be shared later.

2007
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More Reminiscing About our Church
21. (1/9/07)

When yu get an opportunity, stop down
to the Memorial Garden area and look at the Sam
May marble tablet. It will take yolbreathaway
when you think that it first adorned a May Memorial church wall in 1885 and now
it rests on an MMUUS church wall once agaiimanks to all who helped in some
way in the process of this becoming reality. Go to our web page and click on the
link to the Samuel Mayepairedplaguefor more information.

As mentiomed in the last newsletter, here are a few more priceless nuggets
from the Mrs. Kenneth Kindelsperger and Polly Lape committee that gleaned some
reminiscences about out church during its long history. Elizabeth Manwell, for
example, remembered that for y®ain the James St. church, there were
AChil drends Sundayso sever al times a vy
they actually encircled the entire congregation. She also recalled one Sunday right
after the church school had been given a victroladwip record player see the
picture of an old victrola aboyeShe placed it next to a curtain that separated the
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religious education area from the sanctuary altar. During the junior service that
first week it was there she played a rousing record ohdrah Tribal Dance to
illuminate a folk story they were studying, not thinking about how the sound would
carry so well through the curtain. After the service, Rev. Dr. Argow asked her
quite gently not to that again. Her music happened just as he begamayes in

the sanctuary; he thought it was coming from the organ and that the organist had
missed his cue, so he kept on praying thinking the organist would figure out what
was happening and stop playing. Dr. Argow told her that he just kept on praying
louder and louder thinking the organ would stop, but eventually he had to stop
praying thinking the organ had won until he figured out from where the music was
coming. Think about that the next time any of us hear some noise in the foyer
during a Sunday see and find ourselves becoming slightly irritated.

Florida Tracy talked with fondness about the wonderful work of the
Womends Alliance. During the Rev. Cal t
up until WWI, the Alliance annually gave a Christmas nooetichnner and
entertainment to our church youth on a Saturday before Christmas. Eventually, the
Alliance voted to include the poorest children in the two nearby elementary
schools. This involved 7300 children, ages-8, who typically did not have much
of a Christmas simply because their parents could not afford it. She talked about
the heartwarmingsight of seeing the wideyed kids before a lighted tree and then
as they received food and gifts. She talked, too, that this notion of giving actually
went allt he way back to Rev. Mayds era wh
clothing and bandages that were shipped to the Union front during the Civil War
and then the making of garments and bandages that the Red Cross used in WWI
and WWII. They also made garmentsdasieepers for refuge infants during both
wars. It certainly makes me proud to belong to a church that has such a wonderful
and long social action heritage.

Marvelous
‘g History
Corner
Still More Reminiscing About the Church
22. (1/20/07)
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I j ust canot ewensoieswondesuh didbits nfrpm that f
Kindelsperger and Lape committee on recording remembrances in the 1960s about
fundraising and about a couple of our past ministers. Think of our current Fine
Craft show or biennial Book & CD Sale as fundraisers. WelllekieEager
remembered not only concerts and plays as ways of raising funds, but they also had
wax work shows with human models (I would loved to have seen those). She was
part of a | arge committee(,seteooRewv.haApptll
phoo above)ministry in the 20s made over 400 calls to members and others who
were troubled by the depression and declining economic situation. One of her
memories as a youth was about Sam Cal tft
Calthrop was a great @eher. He was an English man with a beautifully pitched
voice and annunciation. He wore a skull cap over his bald dome when he thought it
proper and started the service with it on. But it was not proper for the prayer. He
would sometimes forget to takeaff and we children would peek from beneath
our bowed head to see how long it would be before he remembered to slip his hand
up, sneaking it off into his pocket. 0
longwi nded at ti mes: N Englishgandhe érid dahe D@ctor wa s
were close friends. Sometimes the Doctor would get too absorbed in his sermon
and go on and on. Grandfather was way down in front and he would hold up his
big repeater watch which the Doctor would eventually see and winceugetmon
abruptly. o

It seems so common today that sports contests can be held in the evening
with all the available stadium lighting. Floss Eustin remembered early in the last
century when she and family members would travel to Rev. Calthrop home, known
asPrimrose Hill, on Sunday afternoons for picnics and visiting with others. Sam,
who was a tennis enthusiast, would string lanterns around his tennis court so tennis
matches could continue into the early evening and then there would be dancing
until midnight. Helen Eager also remembered people frequently going to Primrose
Hill after Sunday services where they could look through his telescope and he
would talk about his astronomy interests. Polly Lape talked fondly about the
custom of using the Sunday collect money gathered near Thanksgiving and
Christmas to buy food and clothing for those in need throughout the community.
She also remembered Dr. Applebeeds int
as a fundraiser in the church, a famous play inthee20s i t | ed, A The O
P e w, Ghrristenas romance about a country church. She later became involved in
annual Christmas pageants, also used as fundraisers. Finally, Gladys Timmerman

recall ed anot her I nteresting faenhdtr ai si
Awas a | ot of wor k, but al so a | ot of
called the nDepartment Store, 0 and I n

Alliance also was known for its fundraising dinners that were so popular there
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would need tdoe several sittings before everyone was served. So the next time you
are asked to help with a fundraising event, remember that they have been an
integral part of May Memorial for many, many years.

N Marvelous
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Sam Mayds Educati on:
23. (2/5/07)

SamMayobés | egacy i s
In late January | was at Framingham State
College (Framingham, MA) to deliver a
keynote address on teaching adults for the
coll egeds continuing - 1 facul ty.
A panel of three faculty gave a reaction to my address Iafnelshed | met with
them a half hour before the session to determine procedures. The first to arrive was
a delightful Professor of History. As the others were gathering he began describing
his current research project, an examination of the past Fraamm&tate College
presidents. He said his favorite president was Samuel J. May. You could have
knocked me over with a feather, as | stammered that he was the man for whom my
church was named. As we both enthusiastically began sharing information, some
pieas from his life prior to living in Syracuse began dropping into place.

Horace Mann, Massachusettsodos initial
the first experimental normal school in the country to train women as teachers.
This was in 1839 and the firBrincipal (top official) was Harvard educated Cyrus
Pierce. Cyrus became ill and had to step down in 1842. Sam May had been
minister of the South Scituate (MA) Unitarian church from :8882. Mr. Mann
convinced Sam that because he already had such aorpasi improving
education, to take on the Principal rdleee the photo aboveHe served the
Normal School for two full year§l8421844)where the enrollment doubled, the
school was relocated from its first location in Lexington to West Newton, and
many new faculty were hired. Upon Mr. Pierce regaining full health, Sam then
accepted the position at our church. As the Normal School eventually moved to
Framingham and ultimately became a st ai
second president. Toad just a bit morehis time in his lifego to thisinternet
link: history.mmuus.org/normalschool.html
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Just a bit more about Sam. When he was beginning his ministerial work in
Massachusetts, he daimuch of the groundwork for his ministry with us. He
formed a Peace Society in 1826 and in 1827 called the first State Convention on
Education to consider the defects of common schools. While at the Scituate church
his Sunday School children became stéwadherents of Peace and Universal
Freedom. In his efforts to promote total abstinence, he@lsog ani zed a ¥
Water Armyo of a few hundred young peoj
chanted "eternal hate to all that doth intoxicate." He put thedeaters and liquor
establishments out of business, but the people still loved him as a pastor. That was
our Sam!

: \4‘ Marvelous
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The Scientific Skills of Samuel Calthrop
24. (2/13/07)

Since becoming the MMUUSHistory Committee Chair| have been
fascinated wh Sam Calthrop, our third minister. Besides being a beloved long
time minister of this church, he was well known as an athlete, philosopher, and
even poet. However, one of his favorite avocations was dabbling in science. For
example, on August 8, 1865, liiked a patent (No. 49,22V the graphic above
shows a side view of his inventipn f or fAiI mpr ovement I n co
trains and cars. o This was way ahead of
known as the bullet train. It called for tapey the front and rear to lower wind
resistance, encasing each car with a false bottom for further sleekness, raising the
tender to create a bullet shape, enclosing doors to make them flush with the sides
of each car, enclosing the intervals between cats flexible hoods, rounding as
much as practicable the sides of all cars, and avoiding all projecting surfaces such
as window ledges. The patent material included drawings that also seemed ahead
of their time even by t odhagbosingsfamdyn d ar d
eventually resulted in sale of the patent. Oh! If he had only kept it and willed it to
May Memorial!

Another endeavor was his interest in the sun and sun spots. Using a
telescope, he studied the sun for many years and began fore¢hstingather
based on his growing knowledge. The local Syracuse papers even relied on some
of his predictions. For history buffs, an interesting related article can be found in
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the Syracuse HeraldApril 4, 1915. Those neskiers who have suffered through

the cold and snow as of | ate can take ¢
NnBe patient with the present weat her
continue, the better weat her we wi | | h

the sun, give ia glance and know that Sam is predicting a great summer for us.
More on Sam Calthrop can be found iniaieresting compilation by his daughter,
Edith Calthrop Bump, in 1939

On anotler note, Janet and | had a great time visiting Hank and Sally
Manwell in their Melbourne (Florida) UU church a few Sundays ago. Thus, it

seems fitting to quote Hankdos mom, EIl |
reminiscence on the James Street Church. rShembered four great thoughts

from the sermons of past ministers: Dr. Argbwt You ar e God. He i s
out there, he I s the great creafivyoee f o

have wholeness within you. Think not mainly of your immities, think of your
strengths. 01 R@wl t iCvaantfereed dlee @fr owong mi n
Zoertheidée i Seek to find the hidden | ovelines
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Remembering Some of our Past Ministers
25. (3/3/07)

Rev. Storer

As we are near finding our next settled
mi ni s tremembel cartpdssministeMuch
could be said about each, but only a faghlights
are presented here. Our ministerial history begvith
Rev. John Storer (18388441 see his photo aboyeHe
worked diligently to raise money for our first regular
building, theChurch of the Messiah. He traveled throughot
the east soliciting nearly 40% of the necessary funds fro Rev. Argow
friends, many bwhom were not Unitarians.

Most readers of this newsletter know much about Rev. Sam May,"bur 2
minister (18451868), and Rev. Sam Calthrop, olftrRinister (18681911), as
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several past history corner pieces have been about
them (see the two weimks shown at the end of this
article for more information).

Our 4" minister, Rev. John Applebee (1911
19291 his photo was shown in an earlier colymmas
very active in the Syracuse community as well as
with his May Memorial activities. He headséveral
civic and charitable organizations and supported the
Association of Workers for the Blind, learning Braille
so he could transcribe literature for them. Rev. Waldemar
Argow, our 8" minister (193019417 see the photon the
preceding pagewas highly respected for his sermons. He
was actively involved in Syracuse with membership in the
Onondaga Health Association and a committee to study
housingneeds. He also was active in denominational
activitiesand was a member of several Ameritimtarian
Association committees.

Rev. Robert Romig (19419461 see the photo
to the righy, our 6" minister, was not only respected
as an effective church leader, he also stepped up during
WWII to serve on the United War Fund that raised funds
for the USO, War Prisoners' Aid, Seamen's Service,
and various foreign relief agencies. Otiminister,
Rev. Glenn Canfield (1946952), was active in
the NAACP during his May Memorial ministry.
He also chaired a Syracuse Council of Churches
housing comittee to improve living conditions
for black residents. Our"@minister, Rev. Robert
Zoerheide (1952961), also served on the board
of NAACP and supported civil rights and better
housing efforts. He was instrumental, too, in
convincing our congigation to support the
Unitarian and Universalist merger. OUt @inister,
Rev. John Fuller (1961973), was very active in
social action activities within the community,
including the Civil Rights struggle and the anti
Vietnam War effort. He also caseled conscientious
objectors and women seeking legal abortions outside
of New York.

28

Rev. Romig

Rev. Canfield

Rev. Cardell
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Rev. Nick Cardell (19749957 see the photo
on the preceding pajgeour 10" minister, served as Chair
person of the Planned Parenthood board during the 1970s.
He also protested the School of the Americas (SOA) at Fort
Benning, Georgia, was subsequently arrested, and
served a shmonth jail sentence. Rev. Liz Strong (1988
20011 a photo of her was shown in an earlier colynmur ‘
first female minister (of Rligious Education), also was heavily Rev. Taylor
involved with the Planned Parenthood. In addition, she coordinated a strong adult
education program for May Memorial. Our most recent settled minister, Rev. Scott
Taylor (1997200471 see the photo abojehelped orgame our efforts with the
Southside Interfaith Housing Corporation and facilitated numerous Soul Matters
adult education groups. Wow! What energy, dedication, and devotion to May
Memorial and our community from them all. The heritage they helped create
provides a solid foundation upon which the new minister will build our future.
Check outthese two Internet sitdsistory.mmuus.org/backwardglance.htndnd
history.mmuus.org/stranger.htplus our church web page for more information.

I"‘l" "
1Y
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Sam Mayds Famous Friends and Rel atives
26. (3/20/07)

On behalf of the History Committee, | am pleased to announce that
MMUUS has received another grant frothe New York State Convention of
Universalists. This will enable us to continue our preservation activities, create
some additional history display areas, and even share what we have learned as a
committee with others in the St. Lawrence District. Wk wtlcome anyone who
would like to join the committee or volunteer to word process old material, scan
documents, prepare documents for Syracuse University Library, etc.

There have been many pieces in this column written about Sam May, but
there is so mucinformation pertaining to our namesake that can be shared. Thus,
here is another piece. As many already know, Sam grew up in a fairly privileged
home. He had eleven siblings but, as was often the case in"th@eh€ury, eight
died as youths or as youmglults. Only one sister and brother lived beyond their
mid 30s. Sam therefore had many opportunities in terms of education, obtaining


http://history.mmuus.org/backwardglance.html
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private schooling as a young person and then two Harvard degrees, including
graduation from divinity school. The circles which he was able to travel meant
that he knew people like William Ellery Channing, Horace Mann, and Daniel
Webster. Later in life he became friends with notables such as Susan B. Anthony,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Garrit Smith, and William Lloyd Garrisorb(jgher of the
antrslavery newspaperhe Liberatoy.

He had many interesting relatives, too.
One relative in the I7Century published a
hi story of the English P |
side a great grandfather
Old Souh Church, another relative wrote the first
antrslavery book in 1700The Selling of Joseph
greataunt, Dorothy, married John Hancock, and
great grandfather Chief Justice Joseph Sewell of
Salem, was the first official to expose the Salem
witchcraftdelusions. His father, Joseph (a successful businessman who would have
become a minister had not the Revolutionary War intervened), was dirung
Warden (lay leader, often involved in deyday church operation) and ardent
supporter o f BoOstongtitesfirst @Whitar@are Churagh mn the United
States. In fact, Joseph is buried in a church crypt. Andy Tripp shared a photo he
took of the explanatory marble tablet. It can be saethe following web site:
history.mmuus.org/crypt.htmFinally, his sister, Abigail(see the above photo)
was the wife of Transcendentaligtnos Bronson Alcottand their daughter was
Louisa May Acott who authoredLittle Womenand many other books. Sam
obviously led an interesting life, including the time he spent in Syracuse with our
congregation.

Marvelous
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Sam May and His Evolving Views on Slavery
27. (4/2/07)

Father Roy Bourgeois(see his photo abovedpril 1% Sam May day
presentation on his ongoing work to br
shameful School of the Americas at Fort Benning, Geovgga, mosimeaningful.

He said many things that conjured up connections to our history. Obviously, we all
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feel tremendous pride in the sacrifices Nick Cardell, Dan Sage, Doris Sage, and
several others from Syracuse and throughout New York made directigdréta
the SOA watch, but there are other historical connections.

Quite early Rev. Bourgeois said, Ao
May is remembered for his important work in abolition and his foundational efforts
in the eventual repealing of theedided Fugitive Slave Act. However, what many
donot know i s that Sam overcame some |
these crucial efforts. Sam preached his first sermon on the evils of slavery in 1820.

In 1829 he became an active member of the Wand County Colonization

Soci ety. The colonization movementods g
Negroso from America to Liberia as a be
of various related social and political problems.

It was William Lloyd Garrison who helped Sam overcome his ignorance
about t he i njustice of the Colonizat.
October 15, 1830, speech by Garrison, Sam and others talked for hours with him
and Sam had what he | atiean.coalHe ds &hiics fi
my soul was baptized in his spirit, and ever since | have been a disciple and fellow
| aborer of Wi lliam LlIloyd Garrison. o0 For
a leader who became so important in helping to rid the gpohslavery.

There have been many others i n May
Fat her Bourgeoisé6 words, Athe truth ca
MMUUS ministers who marched in support of Civil Rights (Cardell, Fuller, and
Papandrew). Thin o f Lilian Reinerdos relentl ess
penalty. Think of the courageous church leaders who turned MMUUS into a safe
haven for El Salvadorian refugees, even at the risk of criminal prosecution had the
government decided to pursugch action. Think of the current Thursday morning
church members who are creating such history by holding vigil against the Iraq
war. There have been many other examples in our history, but space limitations
means such information is saved for later aficlSuffice to say, there is much for
which we can be proud that echo Rev. Bo
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Sam May and Prudence Crandall

28. (4/14/07)
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The story of Sam May anBrudence Crandallsee her photo abovea
Quaker, is a forerunner of his advocacy both for education and abolition while in
Syracuse. Prudence opened a Female Boarding School in 1833 in Canterbury, CT,
near Brooklyn, CT, Sam's first ministry. Within ewf weeks Prudence enrolled
Sarah Harris, daughter of a black farmer. The entire village soon was in an uproar
and several leaders demanded she dismiss Sarah. She courageously refused and
community members began pulling out their children. Sam heard abandi
wrote Sarah offering to help in any way he could.

She found solace and courage in his encouragement, making it known her
school would be opened to "young ladies and little misses of color." The
community's uproar became even more intense and site to Sam requesting
assistance. He quickly came to Canterbury and found much about which to be
concerned. He returned to Brooklyn and rallied others to provide her support. She
asked Sam and Calvin Philleo, who later became her husband, to represent her
attorneys at a Canterbury town meeting. Sam and Calvin were Vvilified there and
even physically threatened.

Prudence eventually had several black students, but there was much
harassment by community members, including physical damage to the setiool a
her home. The Connecticut state legislature even enacted a "Black Law" which
forbid the establishment of any black school unless approved by school district
voters. However, Prudence kept her school open, was then arrested, and jailed. She
was broughta trial in August, 1833, and the state's Supreme Court eventually
overturned a sentence. Unfortunately, the community continued tormenting
Prudence and the students, almost succeeding in burning down the school.
Prudence finally closed it out of fear fdreir safety. Sam May was the one to tell
students the school was closing and later stated how much agony he felt: "I felt
ashamed of Canterbury, ashamed of Connecticut, ashamed of my country, ashamed
of my color." This all is a sad reminder of how littlee lmave changed during the
past 175 years.

Three quick notes: (a) Photos of Sam and Lucretia May's headstones are at
www.mmuus.org/whewe-are/history/mayheadstone.html photos of headstones
for our third minister, Sam Calthrop, and his family arehiatory.mmuus.org/
calthropfamily.htmj (b) Betsy Fuller recently shared a delightful bob&iters &

Love and War: A World War Il Correspondendey Helen Dann Stringér Helen

lives at the Nottingham and was active at May Memorial yearsi a@fp@ book
beautifully displays 575 letters exchanged between Helen and her husband, Syd, an
army doctor duringVWII (May Memorial and Rev. Romig are mentioned a few
times); and (c) We need any church mementos you might be willing to donate to
our archives such dsllian Reiner, Gutsy LadySam May'sSome Recollections of

our Antislavery Conflictany other booksvritten by or about church members, etc.
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Biographies on Samuel Calthrop
and Sam May

29. (5/3/07)

| was delighted a few months ago to discover in our archives an 83 page
manuscript written in 1939 by Edith Calthrop Bump, Rev. Sam Calthrop's
daughter. It is a biography of Sam's early years, including when he lived in
England and then into his first several years in the U.S. Edith donated it to our
archives where it has languished for these past several decades. Lyn Coyle recently
volunteered tavord process it and | added numerous links so that it now serves as
a way of getting to know Sam better, but at the same time provides an historical
journey through England and the United States for several decades beginning in
1829. This delightful reads at history.mmuus.org/SamCalthropBoyhoodStory.
html

For example, read about his very early years, including his time at a
boarding school. Gain some insight into why hedoee such an incredible thinker,
how he developed an interest in science, and the process by which he became such
a talented athlete. Read about his skill development as a chess player, including
descriptions of how he defeated several older opponentsriéxpe his growing
skills as a teacher.

In terms of this web page as a history guide, see how he came to know
William Henry Waddington, a school mate, who eventually became a French
Prime Minister. Learn when Robert E. Lee asked him to teach West Pdets ca
how to play cricket. Enjoy the first time he met such notables as Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and Julia Ward Howe. He even preached for
several months in Theodore Parker's (a famous early Unitarian minister) church in
Boston before commg to Syracuse. An enjoyable chapter is Edith's description of
how her father invented and patented the "Air Resisting Train."

Another delightful experience (archivists have all the fun) was discovering
in our archives several weeks ago a 380 page Uisphed manuscript that is a
biography of Sam May. Authored by Professor W. Freeman Galpin (atilorg
SU history professor until his death in 1963ee his photo aboyeit provides a
wonderful new glimpse into Rev. May's life. | gained a much deepearsiachding
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of Sam by reading it. The good news is that it can soon be shared with everyone. |
obtained permission from his daughter to include it on our web page:
history.mmuus.org/galptmay.html

Nq‘ Marvelous
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Reflecting on Attitudes about War
30. (6/4/07)

Several things came together compelling
this article: (a) Feeling so gladdened by Paul
DarmodyLatham's safe return from Afghanistan; (b) hearing John's powerful
Memorial Day sermon(c) our weekly antwar vigiling efforts; (d) viewingThe
Ground Truth about the struggles many U.S. men and women face after returning
from Iraq; and (e) thinking about Michael and Mariah Dillon's daughter currently
in the military as we all hope sheywtaout of harm's way.

The angst many of us feel about war, patriotism, and political wrangling is
real, but not new in our church history. Sam May experienced much personal
conflict throughout life regarding people's suffering because of war, slavery,
gender discrimination, and many other issues. He was especially torn as the Civil
War approached. Sam felt deeply that war was a sin but also believed that any
peace built on continuing slavery was a bigger sin. From his diary in July, 1862:
"Nothing but $avery seems to be so bad as war." He finally came to the agonizing
decision that the war must be fought to end slavery.

This type of agonizing has existed for May Memorial parishioners and
leaders for decades. Several of our past church members sertresl military,
with many wasrelated deaths in World Wars | and Il. Rev. John Applebee
(minister from 19141929) so agonized over WWI that he received a leave of
absence to work with the Red Cross overseas for several months. Rev. Nick
Cardell (ministeffrom 19741995) was a prisonaf-war during the second world
war. Nick Cardell, Dan and Doris Safgee their photo aboveand others in the
Syracuse community even served prison time after protesting this government's
training of South American militgrleaders who, in turn, brutally suppress people
in their own country.

It is, of course, naive to assume that such agonizing will ever cease. Our
inability to get along with others seems a constant, and new generations usually
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repeat the errors of thagt. Perhaps the cries for peace, justice, and good will that
reach us down through the history of May Memorial will sustain us in our own
efforts to work together even more successfully through our new Covenant of
Right Relations.

Ending on a brightenote, June Card was pleasantly surprised in leafing
through 1947 Beacon Pre$te Church Across the Stresy Reginald Manwell
and Sophia Fahs to find a photo (p. 285) of the minister in the church where she
attended as a young person. He also came outtmément to officiate at her
wedding to Howard. Finally, two new web page tributes are available: one to Sam
May at history.mmuus.orgimaytribute.pdfand one to our church buildings at
history.mmuus.org/churchtribute.pdf

, A brief account of his ministry
Z Marvelous given in a discourse, preached to the Church of

! . the Messiah, in Syracuse, N.Y., September
g History 15th, 1867
Corner by Samuel J. May
Sam Mayds Farewell Ser mon

31. (7/16/07)

I've recently read what has been on my "to do" list for some time, a sermon
preached by Sam May to our gezessors on Sunday, September 15, 1867. By my
reckoning, it must have been nearly two hours in length, but, wow, was it
revealing. Entitled "A Discourse," it turned out to be Rev. May's resignation
sermon. It no doubt caught many parishioners by surphsé,the energy,
compassion, and retrospective insights he packed into what was eventually labeled
as "A Brief Account of His Ministry," must have kept the audience captivated
throughout.

Fortunately, as often happened during that time period, a poackeq
sermon deemed worthy of historical capture immediately resulted in several church
leaders formally requesting by letter that Rev. May make his copy available. Then
a group placed his hand written message into a publishable form and disseminated
it. A copy survived and was included with Sam's papers donated to Cornell
University after his death. You can read this fascinating account of his life as a
minister at dixs.library.cornell.edu/m/mayantislavery/index.htithen click on
"Search the Collection,” next click on "Search" within the text description of the
collection, and, finally, type in "a brief account of his ministry" within the "Find"
box and hit "Search."
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Read about Sam's views on the rise of Unitarianism, how he became
involved with abolition, education, intemperance, Native American conditions,
pacifism, the deplorable conditions of "canal boys" and other orphans, and
women's rights. Sam was revered througlosi life and after his death as a person
consistent in his beliefs and one who truly lived by a firm mental and moral
discipline. He was referred to by many as God's Chore boy and reading this
discourse you really come to understand why. | heartily rezema this moving
sermon and am confident you will obtain a greater understanding of our namesake.
(The biography of Sam entitledod's Chore Bayby W. Freeman Galpin. It, too,
makes for great readinfistory.mmuus.org/galptmay.htm)

Finally, the History Committee will be coordinating the Sunday Service on
August 12. We'll take a walk down memory lane regarding our past church
buildings with slides, narration, and reflections by sdvehnarch members who
were part of our church community bridging across the former James St. church to
our current site. We hope you can join us. Immediately following the service there
will be a formal dedication of permanent photos of our past ministerthd
Memorial Room. Join us there, too.

REFIECTIONS ON OUR CHURCH HOMES
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A potpourri of History Items
32. (8/19/07)

Harsey Leonard and |,
assisted by other History Committee
members conducted the August 12
Sunday Service (se¢be order of service
at history.mmuus.orgaug1200s.pdthe).
cover page is shown to the righ$jide
shows suppl emented
presentations (sdhis web site:
history.mmuus.orghurchbuilding.pdyf
as well as a handouth@wn at this si& : : :
history. mmuus.org/buildinghistory.pif “Here may no one be a stranger.~
We were gratified by a large summer
attendance and appreciated the support

TEAY MEMOKIAL TNIIARIAN TNIVEKSALIST SOUIELY
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of Doug Aird, Malcolm Clark, Hank Manwell, and Al Obrist as they shared some
memories. This was foll owed by a dedi ca
now hanging in a permanent f@dAmemorieso
Room. Seehistory.mmuus.org/dedicationprogramdf to examine the related

material and see the photos when next you are in church.

A few weeks ago | learned that the SU Special Collections had purchased 12
letters (eightby Sam May), written 1852 8 5 8 on Samoés effor
school for youth on the Onondaga Reservation. Reading them was enjoyable and
| 6d recommend t historyanmpus.org/senmmaers.pdiS ore
more information. About the same time President Fred Fiske shared with me a new
Beacon Press book. Titldgleacon Press and the Pentagon Papérss a fairly
guick read but excell ent di scussion o
publish the Pentagon Papers in the early 1970s and the legal entanglements that
followed. The book is chilling in many ways and as one reviewer noted, it is a
message for our own time.

| was recently doing research on Sam Calthrop and came across a
fascinatingdescription of him irfhe Craftsmanan October, 1905, publicatidoy
Gustov Stickley. It is worth examining just to see the neat ads of Stickley furniture.

You can read it atdigicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgbin/DLDecArts/DLDecArts
idx?id=DLDecArts.hdv09n01

Finally, here is a bit of MMUUS history trivia. Why did Rev. W. W. W.

Argow have so many names? He was a fifth generation minister and his parents
may have expected he, too, would go into the ministry. His first name, Wendelin,

was for the father of Transcendental philosophy, German scholar Wendelin Meyer.
The second name, Waldemar, was for the bishop of West Goths, who in 390 A.D.
brought Christianityd the pagans of the Teutonic woods. His third name, Weiland,
stood for the father of spiritualistic or idealistic poetry as noted in our early church
historyyA. Backwar d G| ance. Ober Traveled Roac
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John Brown
33. (9/05/07)

My wife, Janet and | recently visited the John Brown farm and grave in
North Alba, New York ywww.nyhistory.com/gerritsmith/nelba.hjymear the Lake
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Placid Olympic ski jumping complex. We are both reading RusBadl n k 6 s
Cloudsplitter a recounting o f abolitionist .
legendary raid on the Harpers Ferry armory, so the visit seemed appropriate. It was
a wonderful experience and | highly recommend both the visit and the book.

Wehadawonder f ul gui de, whose great, gr
wife, Mary Ann, when John was gone because of his abolitionist activities. The
guide provided an excellent tour of the home and regaled us with many facts and
stories. It was clear that Mary Anlike many spouses of abolitionists, had to carry
a very heavy load just to keep the family afloat, as John was away from home more
t han he was there. Johndos deat h, as we
raid, was a tremendous blow to be enduhedughout the remainder of her life.

It reminded me of the huge load Lucretia May had to carry when Sam was
so heavily involved in abolitionist activities and away from his family for many
weeks at a ti me. Il n one | etdaysiendkhallcr et i
begin to count the hours til/l your | ong
come speedily to warm hearts i f not wi
| ater | etter: AYou have been gonieg four
to be weaned from us. | should not be at all surprised if you were, you must have
so much more peace and quietness than when subjected to the . . . interruptions
caused by wife and children. But my greater wonder is that we ever marry at all,
especial} those who intend to be world reformers and pass their time at a distance
from the families. It would seem to me more wise and more judicious as well as
more kind to avoid such entangl ements
history.mmuus.org/galptmay.html f o r mor e I nsi ght I nto
lives.)

No doubt John Brown, Sam May, and the many others who chose to be
away from family for long stretches of time thought about what was beig |
behind and lamented, too, about the sacrifices. Obviously, this still happens today
and those of us fortunate enough to be able to spend quality time with family can
count our blessings.

\9’ Marvelous
'g History
Corner
Samuel Calthropos

Interests and Skills
34. (9/20/@)



http://history.mmuus.org/galpin-may.html

3¢

MMUUS will host the Samuel Calthrop Chess Championship on December
1. It is a chance for us to showcase Rev. Calthrop and an opportunity for chess
players in the area to become acquainted with our church. Perhaps some readers of
this newsletter willc onsi der participating. At Ant
an informational piece for the medaath some of hidighlights.

Our beloved minister for 43 years, the longest pastorate in our history and
one of the longest in the history of Unitarianissam made many contributions to
Syracuse. He started the Syracuse Boyo6s
to church members as well as others on a wide range of subjects, including botany,
philosophy, poetry, geology, and astronomy. His skill iedgsting the weather by
studying sun spots led Syracuse newspapers to rely on his forecasts. He even grew
the first tomatoes ever shown at the State Fair.

Rev. Calthrop was a gifted athlete, too, excelling in numerous sports during
his lifetime, includingbilliards, cricket, crew, tennis, rugby, and boxing. He made
local news one nightvhenhe discovered a prowler in his house and dropped the
poor man to the floor with a left to the chin. When he awoke, the burglar found the
police ready to take him to Jai. Sambés athletic prowess |
a coachand during his time in the U.S. he coached crew teams for Yale, Cornell,
and Syracuse Universities. He also coached the West Point cadet cricket team.

One of his biggest loves, however, was chddaving learned as a
youngster, he grew in skil!@ and began
He continued his passion for chess in the U.S. He was one of 16 players invited to
the first American Chess Congress held in New York City in 1857 r Afteving
to Syracuse he accomplished more chess feats, winnindNdhe York State
Championship in 1880 and 1848ee the photo above of Sam Calthrop as he
looked in 1880) When chess gems Harry N. Pillsbury once played ten
simultaneous games of chess while blindfolded, his only loss was to Sam Calthrop.
Sam, too, loved to play blindfolded and also play several games simultaneous.
Among Syracuse friends with whom he played regularly veerabbi, priest, and
Presbyterian minister. Ah, Sam, genaissancpastor.

Marvelous
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Sam May Hit the Ground Running
35. (103-07)
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| could write every newsletter article about Sam May for years to come and
only begin to scratch the surface of his pbewity. | anticipate that in many ways
he thought of himself as no one unusual, just committed to things in which he
believed. But, oh, there were so many things! In this article | provide a brief
chronology of just his first three years in Syracuse whakg a few of his many
activities, endeavors, and interests give some insight into his varied life.

1 1845: April, arrives in Syracuse; July, delivers a speech on the evils of war;

July, delivers a principal address at the , among 170 Unitarian minigters t

sign a protest to American Slavery; November, preaches a sermon in our

church on what wil/|l become his famou

(http://memory.loc.gov/cgi

bin/query/r?ammem/naw: @field%28DOCID+@lit%28rbnawsan2749div0%

29%29

1 1846: June 1, writes an amiar (MexicanAmerican war) letter to be
published in thesyracuse Staand is publically called a traitor by the editor;

June 18, petibn of protest inrSyracuse Stanas 110 names (including many

from our church); Jun eStagAugust,Seiveza | et

| ecture ANThe Education of the Facul't

Childreno (it i s puchdsens mamter oftheBoard | | o

of Managers of the State Temperance Society

9 1847: August, present at the founding of the Free Soil party (opposed to an
extension of slavery into the U.S. territories newly acquired from Mexico) in

Buffalo; September, Sam & and Frederick Douglas are leading speakers

in a Syracuse abolition meeting; September, Sam attends the Syracuse

meeting of the Liberty Party (antlavery in focus) and is selected as a

delegate to the national meeting.

Sam also was devoted to our atturand seldom missed a Sunday service.

He also found the time and means to m
frequently had to travel within New York and beyond. No doubt his time with his
family was not what he wanted it to be, but Lucretia brakelyt the home fires

burning. What little time he could spend with her and his children was precious
indeed as he noted in his diary and in letters home.

For those who want more insight into his hectic but important life, and he
kept up the pace hinted albove throughout his adult years, here are some selected
web sitesHeretic in Syracuséwvww.mmuus.org/whewve-are/history/masheretic
in-syracuse.htn)j Saint Before His ime (www.mmuus.org/whewve-are/history/
covertmaythesis.htmj ; and Go d 0 s histGripronmues.orgBjalpmn

may.htm).



http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/naw:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28rbnawsan2749div0%29%29
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/naw:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28rbnawsan2749div0%29%29
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/naw:@field%28DOCID+@lit%28rbnawsan2749div0%29%29
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/may-heretic-in-syracuse.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/may-heretic-in-syracuse.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/%20covert-may-thesis.html
http://www.mmuus.org/who-we-are/history/%20covert-may-thesis.html
http://history.mmuus.org/galpin-may.html
http://history.mmuus.org/galpin-may.html
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Reflecting on ounterestingChurch History
36. (1028-07)

Our district Executive, Rev. Dr. Thomas Chul(ake his photo abovepok
many of us through an interesting exercise Friday evening, October 27. He helped
us recall and reflect dmow we came to be who we are as a church community. For
example, after several Unitarian families had moved to Syracuse in the 1830s, they
invited Unitarian ministers from the east to come for rare but welcome visits. After
formally organizing in 1838, anwall chapel was built in time for our first minister,

Rev. John Storer, who was called and arrived in 1839. The congregation
immediately began to outgrow the chapel and Rev. Storer worked tirelessly to raise
funds for a larger building. His success ledctmstruction of the Church of the
Messiah on Burnett Street in 1843.

The arrival of our second minister, Rev. Samuel May, in 1845, resulted in
the strong ministry known by many of
various eff ort s rights, edubaton,iandiother areasviegan the s
commitment to social justice that continues as a hallmark today. He was followed
by Rev. Sam Calthrop, who was our minister for 43 years. An intellect, scientist,
athlete, and educator, Rev. Calthrop set adst@hfor a commitment to a church
and community that also has continued within our church. During these initial
years, church leaders were mainly men of wealth who made patriarchal decisions.

In more recent times, our ninth minister, Rev. John Fuller 1195 3),
brought a strong sense of involvement within the Syracuse community, a
commitment to social justice, and an ability to create invigorating Sunday services.
Church leadership was changing, too, reflecting the times, as women became more
involved aml decisions were made more democratically. He was followed by Rev.
Nick Cardell (19741995), who became involved within the Syracuse community,
facilitated new energy and excitement among church members, served the UUA in
various ways, and made personamoaitments to social justice that resulted in
personal hardships.

During Rev. Cardel | 6s ministry, our
Elizabeth Strong, was called as our Minister of Religious Education. She served
from 1988 to 2001, bringing a professn a | sense to May Memol
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efforts for youth and adul {2604) breughta Sc o
stress on personal spiritual development and changes in ministerial style
characteristic of the times.

Better understanding this khisy and how we came to be who we are today
through the skild/ of Rev. Chul akdés faci
asking us to reflect on how the nature of church leadership and ministry have
changed during the past 170 years, how females played an increasingly larger
role, and on why we called Rev. Jean Wahlstrom. The overall impact of the
evening was an opportunity for everyone to understand how history informs us as
we move to our future.

\ ‘y Marvelous
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Sam Mayds Cold Water
37. (11:05-07)

Sam Mayb6és i nfl ue n-<astingwyas prowabld kenowatlmsd | o |
well in terms of our church name and various physical objects we have honoring
Sam. However, he influenced people outside our church and community in many
ways. Betsy Fuller rec#ly loaned me a book that illustrates this. The book is

about Walter D. Edmonds: Storetelldoy Li onel D. Wyl d. Ed
descended from the May family, with his great grandfather being Rev. May. He

il ntroduced Sam in one wdrendhNirs May feom!| y n
Syracuse, 0 a | iberal mini ster who runs

who preaches sermons about AUni ver sal
his niece, author Louisa May Alcottiftte Womei), too, as she became an
aboli oni st and supporter of womends ri ght
Even though Sam influenced many people during his lifetime, throughout it
he was simply a wonderful person who truly believed in universal brother and
sisterhood. Just before his death he donatet 10,000 items from his personal
library to Cornell University for what is now known as the Samuel J. May- Anti
Slavery Collection. When Sam died, his friend Andrew D. White, then president of
Cornell, spoke of him as iéntmarel hbve sver man
Kknown. 0O
Here is a section for young people so, parents, please read this part to your
young children or ask the older ones to read it themselves. A few weeks ago RE
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Director, Jennifer Hamli#Navias, during the first part of a churclergce,
gathered our youth around her and told the interesting history of Sunday Schools.
Many years ago they served to help young people, often children from nearby
neighborhoods who did not have many opportunities to attend regular schools,
come to a sa&f place, at least on Sundays, and learn something about reading and
writing. This helped me to remember one way that Rev. Samuel May worked with
young people in his church and community.

When Rev. May was minister of the South Scituate (Massachusetts)
Unitarian church (his second church as minister) in 1838 he was very much against
the use of | i quor because he believed
youth in his church and community into what he called@btl Water Army(see
the Cold Water Amy pledge cartoon abovelle sometimes would lead as many as
500 area children in parades throughout the community in which banners were
flown and chants were chanted and even barrels of liquor were smashed open with
an axe. He and t déresuccdssful ad allehe liggor shaps im then s\
community eventually closed. Now that is Kid Power and shows what you can do
when gathering old batteries, collecting money for good causes, helping to feed
adults in community and church events, and in mahgrotvays. Keep up your
great work!

# Marvelous ! - 'R.
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Love Was In The Air V
38. (11:23-07)

Rev. Sam May and his family lived at 941 James Street. During this time in
the 1800s, that part of James Street was considered out in the country. Dr. May
collected wood ina nearby forest to build a summer house in the back of the
property and a porch at the front of the house. It was under this porch, a regular
stop on the Underground Railroad, that escaped slaves from the south found shelter
in their travels toward freedo in Canada. Because of his many actions to shelter,
save, and even help break slaves out of jail, many in thih 8iled our Sam.

Keep this sentiment in mind when you read about the romance and the
marriage that could have beafvinnie Davis(see her photo abovejaughter of
Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America during the Civil
War, came to visit friends in Syracuse during the summer aftevahended. She



http://www.civilwarpoetry.org/confederate/postwar/winnie-exp.html
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met Fred Wilkinson, the grandson of Sam May. He was descitbegrious
sourcesas tall and handsome.

He wooed her that summer and they fell in love. Unfortunately, what could
have been a wonderful and even ironic love story was putstoregeching stop.
When Winnie returned home and her father and her friends, actually many in the
south, found out about the romance, there was a rebellion once again between the
North and South in terms of feelings. Very quickly all thoughts of a weddidg ha
to be forgotten.

Canb6t you just imagine the possibil:@
aisle of our Church of the Messiah, Jefferson in his old West Point uniform giving
her away, Sam conducting the wedding, and years later the prguessibly a
young Jefferson May Wilkinsefb ei ng or dained a Unitar.
Oh well, we can dream canot we?

: N‘f Marvelous
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The Samuel May Medallion
39. (1204-07)

This is the time of year when we grab a chance to stand in front of the
fireplace in our church foyef there is a blazing fire. The next time you stand there
or even pass by, look up at the lovely sculptured marble medallion under glass and
in the wooden frame that is just abovgsee the photo abovelt honors Rev.

Samuel May and has a wonderfustiory.

On Wednesday, October 20, 1898, there was a celebration in our James
Street church in memory and honor of the one hundredth anniversary of Sam
Mayods birth. During the afternoon seryv
was an address by SusBnAnthony that will serve as the focus of a later History
Corner article. Another was the presentation of that beautiful work of art over our
fireplace.

Rev. Ezekiel W. Mundy (initially a Baptist minister who was befriended by
Sam May and who later becanmead librarian of the Syracuse Public Library)
presented the medallion during the last part of the celebration. During the earlier
part of the celebration, it was covered on an easel. | can only imagine the gasps of
wonder as Rev. Mundy uncovered it atekcribed its origin. The medallion was a
gift from John J. May, Sam Mayds cousir
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Jr., a famous sporting artist who specialized in animal and still life paintings but
who also produced sculptures throughout muchiotareer. He made two copies;
onefor the American Unitarian Association in Boston and one that came to us.
Some may know where the medallion resided in the James Street church, but
that is not recorded in our archives. We are fortunate, however, tathaeeplace
of honor over the flames that keep us warm in our cold months. | believe Sam
would be pleased, if not humbled, to know he looks out at the entrance to our
sanctuary. So, the next time you pass b
On anothertopic, former member Joanne Ashley sends this interesting
suggestion from her home in BismarckDNThose interested in early church
history might want to consider sedfudy coursge on Emerson, Thoreau, and the
Transcendentalist Movemehtr o hhe Teaching Companyd i ncl udi ng |
on Sam Ma ynédaw arm niece, Areos Bronsamd Louise MayAlcott.

N Marvelous
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Susan B. Anthony and Sam May
40. (1217-07)

As was mentioned in the last newsletter, SusaArBhony (see her photo
above)was part of the ceremonies in 1898 at our former church celebrating the
100"anni versary of Sam Mayds birth. Susat
when she was a youth and Rev. May would occasionally travel to Rocltester
exchange pulpits in the Universalist church. Susan and her family, who were
Quaker s, would travel to hear Sam as S
minister.

Her first involvement with Sam as an adult was at ansdatiery meeting in
1851. Thefollowing year she was part of the Daughters of Temperance delegation
in Albany that attempted to participate in the Sons of Temperance meeting. All
women were blocked from speaking as the chairman said that women were to look,
listen, but not speak. Alomen then left and found a place to meet by themselves.
Soon Sam May came to their meeting to counsel them on how to organize
themselves. He was the only man there.

Then in the fall there was a Womanos
was there, as e&re other women leaders like Matilda Gage and Lucretia Mott.
However, Susan noted that women were still unused to running meetings and
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speaking in front of a large group. She said that many women would read a paper
in voices that were hardly audible evémee seats away. At that point Rev. May
rose to the occasion and said to all delegates that every person there could make
themselves heard if they were asking children who were outside to come in for a

me al . He noted ANow whatsistgrgistovea andact o d«
as you would i f you were at the front ¢
eyes on the remotest person in the audi

di stance. 0

At the 100" anniversary ceremonies, Susan saidii Was t hat not
shall always remember Mr. May for giving us that lesson as to how to be heard.
And that is a sample of the way he helped us women to grow into a knowledge of
how to do and how not to do. He would take us by the hand and lifjpus ©
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History Factoids!
41. (1-:19-08)

It has been a history filled past several weeks. Mariah Dillon and Jennifer
Hamlin-Navias provided me with the names of two people who know much about
MMUUSOG past and | am | sometoh thosepmemariess s 0
Mariah and Jill Evans gave me photocopies of different items about our history. |
also had five wonderful weeks as an RE guide conducting, with the help of other
guides, history scavenger hunts around our church. Ask your chilgdhen
participated about some of the history facts they remember.

Speaking of history facts, it is always fun for me to gather little factoids
about our church and past ministers or leaders. Here are a few of them. Many of
you know about the Franklin cafsee the photo abovand may even have seen
Hank Manwell drive to church in his Franklin on some warm day. What you may
not know, though, is that John Wilkinson, grandson of the John Wilkinson who
came up with the name of Syracuse for our community in {8b@&d been called
Cossitdés Corners wuntil t hen) desi-gned
cooled engine in 1901. All the Wilkinsons were stalwart members of May
Memorial.
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That first John, also the first postmaster of Syracuse, was a member of th
committee that traveled to Lexington, Massachusetts, to call Sam May to our
church. Therefore, it was fitting that when Sam and his family moved to Syracuse,
John and his young son, Al fred, met t hza
only daughte Charlotte, met when she disembarked was Alfred, her future
husband.

Many years later Sam May joined in efforts to establish what became St.
Joseph Hospital. A gold headed, ebony cane was to be raffled off and given to the
most popular clergyman in Scuse as one of the fund raising activities. Sam
coaxed many in his congregation to buy raffle tickets and vote for his good friend
Fat her O6Hara of St . Mar yos. However,
convinced many in his much larger congregationdte for Sam. That cane was
one of Samé6s prized possessions for the

Back to his daughter, Charlotte. After Lucretia died and as his health began
to wane, he spent his remaining years living with Charlotte and Alfred. The night
befae he died on July 1, 1871, Charlotte came into his bedroom and gave him a
kiss and good night wishes. That kiss was his last contact with life.

}\,g M.arvclous
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LatterDay Fraters

42. (2-0308)

Rev. Wahlstrom loaned me a brief history of the Fraters oWhgside Inn
(see a photo of the Wayside Inn in Sudbury, MA, abafer 1971 written by
Rev. Charles Howe, former FUUS minister. The Fraters actually began in 1903 as
an annual retreat for Universalist ministers in the Boston area to promote spiritual
growt h, I ntell ectual stimulati on, and i
admitted into membership in the late 1970s and female ministers began attending
in the late 1980s. Nick Cardell first attended in 1979, even served as Prior (annual
organizer) in 998. Jean Wahlstrom became a member in 2003, and presented
papers on more than one occasion, including 2008.

Il n 1990, Rev. Cardel | presented a pas
resides in our archives. It is entitlethe Ministry: What Keeps Us It and At It?
Nick noted that one factor for him was our Flaming Chalice as it symbolized a
search for truths, a freedom to be one
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inclusiveness, and a caring community. It is easy to see how the opening words he
used each Sunday Service evolved. These are words Jean repeated on a recent
Sunday.
Later in the paper, Nick talked about a need to be involved in creative
contributions to a civilized and humane world as part of his reasons for remaining
in the ministry:ill  suspect i1t is a need, at | eas
all of the helping professions. But | discovered that there were more specific and
personal needs finding expression in my ministry. Emerson once said something to
t he ef fThe preacherdeats oub his life to the people, life passed through the
fires of thoughts. & To the extent that
much about myself. And that must be listed as one of the things that keeps me at
it. o
As Rev. Wahlsbm passes through the installation formalities into years of
service with us at May Memorial, it is as though through the bonds of Frater
comradeship, Nick provides those words above to help guide her efforts. | believe |
can speak for all MMUUS members saying that through love and fellowship we
wi || do al l we can, Jean, to keep you
come.
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Turmoil Among Unitarians!

43. (2211-08)

To begin with, | had a delightful interview
with Mr. and Mrs. Charle$Ted" Tracy at the
Nottingham recently. Ted turns 97 soon and is
the youngest son of James and Florida Tracy. American Unitarian Association
James was church president from 149231 and Florida was involved in
maintaining our church history for many years. | have mentioned Fleederal
times in past articles. Ted had many delightful memories and remembered Reuv.
Applebee and Rev. Argow quite well. At some future point we will make several
of our interviews available so that interested people can also delight in such
wonderful rectiections. Speaking of past newsletter articles on our history, you
can now read them online lastory.mmuus.org/newsletterarchiveslf.
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Now to that notion of turmoil mentionedave. Sam May was among a few
leading Unitarian ministers more than 150 years ago who worked diligently to
convince leaders of the American Unitarian Association (AUA even had its
own building in Boston as shown in the photo al)deeake a strong a@nhdecisive
stance in support of abolition, but in vain. In Recollection®ook he stated the
foll owi ng: AThe Unitarians as a body d:
an I mparti al , courageous, and Christi .
Bowditch, a leading abolitionist of the time, noted that Unitarians as a body were
Afas rotten as evero on the topic of S
AAbolitionist Minister: Samuel J. May Opposi® Fugitive Slave Laww wr i t t e n
Rev. Armida Alexander, minister of the Glacier Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
Kalispell, Montana). A number of Unitarian ministers actually lost their positions
due to their antislavery activities, includingour Sslay 6 s nep hew, Rev
May, Jr.

It was mainly through the efforts of abolitionists like Samuel Joseph May
that the AUA was forced to redefine its relationship to all Unitarian ministers. But
I n Sambébs mind, the change wvadas mngersy sl
wanted calm and stability in their churches because, after all, many leading
politicians, business owners, and community leaders were often in their pews and
they did not want to rock the boat. Sam expected more of his colleagues and in his
Recollections he said this about the power and duty of the pulpit to effect change:
AThe pulpit has no higher function thar
of mano (p. 358) . He believed that whe]
were horrible consequences throughout society. He was very disappointed, too, in
national leaders like former friend, Daniel Webster, and President Millard
Fillmore, a Unitarian, who supported the Fugitive Slave Law.

But Sam, like a few other Unitarian mitess, kept up the fight. After the
Presi dent of the Syracuse and Utica R
sermons, he ordered his employees that if they ever saw any recaptured fugitive
slave on his train they were to stop it, remove the irons, anthasgerson free.

And, of course, the famous Jerry Rescue helped to mobilize people in New York

and beyond, beginning a true wave of repulsion against the Fugitive Slave Act.
Unfortunately, It wasnot unt il 1889 th
many differences among its members. | 6 n
know it eventually happened.
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The Infamous Fugitive Slave Act

and Jerry McHenrybd
44. (3-1-08).

Information in this article was
inspired from the material witen by
Rev. Armida Alexander, the UU minister
mentionedast time. We all can be proud
to know that when the infamous
Fugitive Slave Act was signed into law
in September of 1850, many people in Syracuse were outraged. As news about the
Act and its inplications became known, concerned people in our community
gathered in City Hall with the Mayor even presiding. Several resolutions
denouncing the law were passed and protection was promised for anyone who
might be affected. Sam May quickly organized augrd@including several in our
own church) who pledged to help financially anyone arrested for opposing the law.
Perhaps most important, a Vigilance Committee was formed (including Sam) and
they quickly established a rendezvous location and a signal (cbelishringingi
including our own) for whenever action was needed.

About a year later in October, 1851, the clarion call came when William
(Jerry) McHenry, a cooper (maker of barrels, tubs, etc.), was detained by slave
hunters and some federal marshalam$S already seasoned in facing much
opposition pertaining to abolitionism, was ready for this incident. He had long
preached on the evils of slavery, had faced angry mobs of people in various
locations when he talked about such evil, and counseled regdtathe Law. In
one of his sermons at our church in late October, 1850, he noted the following:

A law of the land requiring you, as the Fugitive Slave Law does, to disobey

the Golden Rule is, indeed, a far more grievous encroachment upon your

liberty of conscience than a law prescribing to your faith any creed, or any
rites and ceremonies by which you must worship God. . . . | declare that you
are, every one of you, under the highest obligation to disobey this' law,

nay, oppose to utmost the executiontofMay, Recollections, 1869

So typical of Sam, those fiery words with which he challenged our May
Memorial ancestors were put to personal action when he was part of the group that
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helped Jerry escape from jail and eventually arrive safely in Canemlsgththe
Underground Railroad. Most readers of this newsletter know the Jerry Reseue

the photo above$tory. More about it can be found on our web page. Suffice to
say, Sam personified the selfless courage so needed to resist those who practiced
injustice. We all need to find ways of embracing such courage in resisting the
injustices we still see today.

Marvelous
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Sam Mayds | mpact on
William Ellery Channing
45. (3-11-08).

| recently was reading in a file on the 2003 Sam May Day service in which
Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter, minister of the Cincinnati church, delivered a sermon on
Dr. William Ellery Channing (see the photo abovean important and influential
Unitarian minister in the first half of the $€entury. Our 9 minister, Rev. John
ChanningFuller, was related to Dr. Channing. Dr Channing served somewhat as a
mentor to Sam May wearly in Samdés trai:
remember that 2003 Sam May Day, it was a remarkable sermon.

Dr. Channing actually had an interesting take @avesly, including what
must have been some confusion and conflict as he grew to manhood. On the
Channing side, some relatives were involved with the slave trade and his father
was decidedly prslavery. His angst was no doubt created on the Ellery side, as
hi s mot her 6s fat her , William EIlIlery (
Customs Collector in Rhode Island who commanded searches and even seizures of
suspected slave vessels. Thus, Rev. Channing began developing a few antislavery
essays and sermons iretearly 1830s.

However, people like William Lloyd Garrison and Sam May believed that
he was too mild in such efforts. Dr. Channing, in turn, thought that the abolitionist
were too intolerant, too abusive in their language, and too confrontational in their
approaches. Sam eventually moved beyond thinking of Dr. Channing as a mentor
to that of frustration as he believed the famed Unitarian leader was not using his
voice to further the antislavery cause.

Sam eventually confronted Dr. Channing and recallsisnRecollections
(1869, p . 174) saying the foll owing: A
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|l ong ago, as you, better than any ot he]
embarrassing silence, Dr. ChanenMayd f i na
acknowledge the justice of your reproo:
Dr . Channingbés turn around as a mor e
make a difference in our countryods s

again!
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The Tenacious Prudence Crandall
46. (42-08) Prudence Lmnda
and the Education of Black Women

About a year ago | wrote about one of the true heroines who interacted with
Sam May, Prudence Crandall. As a young woman, this plucky lady opened a
female boarding school in 1833. It was imr@erbury, CT, a community near
Brooklyn, CT, where Sam had his first ministry. Prudence soon enrolled Sarah
Harris, a very able daughter of a Black farmer. An uproar began almost
immediately because of the inherent prejudice within the community. Leaders
demanded she dismiss Sarah. Instead, she not only refused, but soon enrolled
additional Black girls whom she believed warranted a good education. Even
though Sam was one of the first to offer her help and tried to work with community
officials, she and heBlack students were harassed so badly psychologically and
physically, that she eventually had to close the school out of fear for their safety
and probably her own.

She left the community and the story might have ended there. However, |
have learnedfm t he material written by Rev. A
her previously and her work will soon be available on the Internet), that Prudence
eventually was recognized by community members for the positive work she had
tried to do.

Prudence soon ma@ed and moved west where she opened another school,
raised two stepchildren, and, according to Susan Stranehflesouled woman:
Prudence Crandall and the education of Black woniaw York: W. W. Norton,
1990), continued to be both independent and &oadvihinking in what she did.

Although it did take awhile, in 1866 voters in Windham County, in which
Canterbury and Brooklyn both existed, cast a vote in favor of Negro suffrage. The
citizens of Canterbury finally repented their behavior in regardudd?ice and her
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school. Some twenty years after the Civil War, they petitioned the Connecticut
legislature to recognize the wrong done to Prudence and, after a few more years,
she was granted a small monthly stipend from the state of Connecticut. Inyhis wa
Canterbury publicly recognized that Prudence had had a right to run a school for
Black children in Connecticut. Prudence is another example of the courageous
women who made a real difference in th& C&ntury.
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the fun. Well, it has certainly happened again. Through the assistance of Kathy
Cardell and Vicky Schipper, | have been going through some file folders
representing Rev. Ni ck Cardell s mini s
his career. This opportunity to gain sc
preparation, and work as a minister is both satisfying and awe inspiring. Although

I 6 v ¢ exanmnled a small percentage of these folders, | certainly look forward to
viewing the remainder.

As an example, Nick kept his treasure trove of materials in either labeled
folders or thematic collections. | loved how he built his folders with actuahtal
products and some of the inspirational material he gathered to help him create
t hem. He al so had several fol ders with
Afgestating sermons, o0 Afuture sermons, O
one folderthat provided lists of sermons by titles and dates for several years. This
will be very helpful as the History Committee works to compile as comprehensive
a collection as possible of his work, especially during his time at May Memorial.

Just as an exanmplof how his mind may have worked, he had a folder that
described his work on what he called the four tyrannies. This resulted in a sermon
(you can join in the fun, too, as above
sermon)he delivered at the Bagmeld church in 1964 long before he came to May
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Memorial. From that idea seed years later he gestated four individual sermons,
some of which long time May members may have helnd: Tyranny of Freedom,
The Tyranny of Peace, The Tyranny of Perfectsord The Tyranny of Wordd

even found | ater sermons where he went
Thus, It 1 s t he Hangetplanty org@rozentims ttedsere 6 s
trove and make some of It avall abl e tc

work. We anticipate a portion of the material will be housed at Syracuse
University, some in our own church, and some on the Internet. Nick, like all of our
past ministers, left us with much information to help us understand the growth of
liberal religion in Syracuse. We are all that much richer because of it.

% Marvelous
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Sam Ma¥y The Consummate Educator
48. (5-3-08)

We know Sam as an outstanding minister,
a tenacious abolitionist, and a long time supporter
of human rights. We also know a bit about
his involvement as an educator throughout his adul
life, including the work he did in Syracuse with the School Board during his later
years. However, | keep discovering new material by Rev. May, and am especially
fascinated by a speech he gave at a megti o f The Nor mal [
Association in Bridgewater, MhesRevaval h u s e t
of Education 6 t hi s 153 year ol d spestedhy. has mt

In his presentation, which must have been at least two hours in length, Sam
initially provided a very learned history of youth education throughout Europe and
into the United States. | thought | knew a little about this history, but there was
muda information new to me. Sam also described how he became involved with
adult education, my particular field of interest. As a young man he met Josiah
Holbrook, the founder of the American Lyceum movement, a system for providing
popular lectures, performaes, and debates throughout this burgeoning country on
various topics by outstanding orators in the 1820s up until the Civil War. Sam
worked with Josiah to establish Lyceum opportunities in New England and gave
numerous lectures over several years.

MR. JOSIAH BEOLBROOX


http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/AHK7197.0001.001?view=toc
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/AHK7197.0001.001?view=toc
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Then te launched into a part of his presentation meant to inspire the many
teachers in attendance, especially the younger ones. He spoke words that would fit
right i n with todaydés emphases on | ear |
responsibility forther own | earni ng. He noted, ATh
only in its importance and sacredness to that of a parent . . . The first duty of a
teacher is to lead hissif] pupils to think to observe and reflect on what they
observe . . . Children shalbe led to use their own powers and opportunities for
the acquisition of all knowledge . . . The teacher should be to his pupils . . . not so
much a dictator as a guide. 0

It i's the History Committeedbds inten
severd other little known publications and little read presentations authored by
Sam, on the Web in the near future. The more you find out about Sam, the more
appreciative you become of his depth, breadth, and passion for improving life on
earth.

& Marvelous
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SamMads Demeanor Co
49. (520-08) ‘ BECIsIn.s

Almost everything you read about Sagrinr Cont of Sl iane
Sam indicates he w '
demeanor. He was kind, respectful of
others, and evehanded in the way he
dealt with peopl e.
War ri orstld kifeGhor iand
all o were commonly
Yes, he supported passionately many
social causes and fought vigorously to
right the many societal wrongs he saw,
but he did so in a way that people
still respected and often lovediieven in disagreements.

However, Sam finally reached an end to his tolerance level when the
Fugitive Slave Act was passed. 't allo
i nto the Afreeo states for purposes of
He was especially irked with some fellow Unitarians who did not stand up to fight

cef ul

e San
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the related i njustices. From one of hi

body dealt with the question of slavery in any but an impartial, courageous, and

«
R

Christi an way. o0 The American Unitarian As:

deal with the Fugitive Slave Law at its October, 1850, convention. Sam, the
following year, having been so appalled that many prominent Unitarian ministers
had actually supported the waproposed that the AUA condemn both the Fugitive
Slave Law and these prominent leaders. He named such people, calling them
"unsound" and obedient to the law of not upsetting their wealthy parishioners.
Unfortunately, the resolution failed to carry blgrde votes. Rev. May
expected more because he believed in the power and duty of the pulpit to effect

change. He sai d, AThe pul pit has no hi

mai ntain the rights of man. 0 cHearfgeel,to tth

societal consequences are huge and horrible. In essence, what we all can learn by

Samdés example is that there are ti mes
beli eve. |t I's no wonder , t hen, t hat
Syracuse put on mourning badges and lowered their flags tamhastf At his
funeral Blacks, whites, and Native Americans sat side by side, a microcosm of
integration that took many, many decades to achieve in our country.

As a closing note, | am pleas#nl announce the outstanding unpublished
biography of Sam May that we discovered in our archives is finally all online. It
was written in 1947 by SU Professor W. F. Galpin. | heartily recommend it as
there is much more to learn about Sam. It is long, @litwworth the time. You can
read it athistory.mmuus.org/galptmay.html

N ?’ Marvelous
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Two Past Ministers
50. (5-31-08)

| have enjoyed a recent opportunity to look through several archival files
new to me. | have learned much and will share some of it through this newsletter
format. To begin with, | discovered what appears to be all the material related to a
wonderful sermon given by Rev. Nick Cardell on October 12, 1997. Enlitiéals
By Proxy in it Nick talks about the School of Assassins (SOA) at Ft. Benning,
Georgia, and the terrible toll visited on people in many Latin American countries
by graduates of that school. He mentions bB#ther Roy Bourgeois, who

V


http://history.mmuus.org/galpin-may.html
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organized the SOA Watch in 1990, annual vigil outside the Ft. Benning gates,
and Syracuseds own Ed Kinane. Both Fat
subsequently jailed for crossing those gates. The church was honored to award the
Samuel J. May Citation for Community Action to Ed @9Y. In addition, Father
Bourgeoi s was our Sam May Day speaker
sermon ahistory.mmuusorg/judasbyproxy.pdf

His words were an almost eerie precursor to whabvieh. At some point
during that service Nick saidbohéet way.i
closing the SOA was to join him, Dan Sage, Doris Sage, and Ann Tiffany at Ft.
Benning on November 186, 1997. Many will know that subsequently they all
crosséd through those gates, were arrested, and eventually served several months in
jail because of their convictions. Such courage so epitomizes what May Memorial
member shi p means. For those who never
Notes from Camp Allevood at this web sitewww.uuworld.org/1999/0799feat3.
html

The second set of files pertains to Rev. Ron Clagle his photo above)ho
served this church as Associate Minister from 12881. Pon is remembered
fondly for the many innovative programs he brought to our Religious Education
program. Ron went on to be a minister at two other Unitarian churches and worked
several years with the UUA. Sadly, Rev. Clark died nearly two years ago gthe a
of 70. Here is a site that provides more information, some photos of Ron and his
family, and a link to one of his sermoimsstory.mmuus.org/ronclark.htmi

| end on a personal note of gratitude he tmany readers of this column
during the past two plus years who have mentioned how much they appreciate it
and | earn about our churchoés marvel ous
and have to come to appreciate even more this church | ltaed.do proud to be a
member. Here is a reminder that you can read past newsletter articles in an online
archival repositoryhistory.mmuus.org/newsletterarchives.pdf

N 2 Marvelous
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Fund Raising Thighout Our History
51. (6:19-08)

At our annual meeting on June 1 we learned that a committee would be
formed whose purpose will be fund raising. As we all know, history repeats itself,


http://history.mmuus.org/judasbyproxy.pdf
http://www.uuworld.org/1999/0799feat3.%20html
http://www.uuworld.org/1999/0799feat3.%20html
http://history.mmuus.org/ronclark.html
http://history.mmuus.org/newsletterarchives.pdf
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in that our church has had financial ups and downs througlsekistence and

special efforts to raise funds dot our historical landscape. Here are a few efforts
that this committee might find instructive where members as well as interested
community members contributed through entrance fees, purchases, and donations

1 The Laymen's League sponsored lectures by the famous minister John
Haynes Holmes, a prominent Unitarian minister, pacifist, and-veanti
activist.

1 The Women's Alliance presented a Pageant of Shawls with a program of
ethnic dancing at the art museum.

1 The Alliance coordinated programs for church and community children put
on by the Clare Tree Childrends Thea

1 Church members, including children, put on plays, theatrical performances,

and musicals.

Garden parties were held at the homes of promicianich members.

One of the money raising events was called the Department Store and in
1905 it brought in a record sum of $256.52.

1 The women of the church put on an annual-tley May Faire that used the
church and church grounds to raise funds througlh f@ativities as an
antique sale, bazaar, business menos
sale, game room, garden shop, gourmet shop, pancake lunch, pony rides,
puppet show, salad bar, sidewalk art show, and even a stamp and coin booth.
[If you would like to see a poster of one of these fuaiding events, see
history.mmuus.org/mayfaireposter.jdéee a preview of the poster belpw.

1 The society raised money with a series of roast beefeds, cooked by John
Fuller, that were open the public.

1 The Christmas tree sale organized by forestry professor Gerry Lanier
became a popular annual furasing eventinvolving many church
involved a majority of members.

So think creatively when you e@rasked for ideas on how we best can raise
funds in this coming year. There are many ways similar to those above that might
be tried, but many wonderful possibilities exist in your minds and experiences.

%Mﬂ’f MEMORIAL;;

= =
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Marvelous Women in our History
52. (7-12-08)

Even venturing down the road implied by the above title is a perilous one,
especially for someone of the male gender. | no doubt will miss many deserving
women, some of whom may be your own favorites. However, here are some of the
terrific women who have been associated with May Memorial. YouGaogle
many of them to find more information.

| start withHarriet May Mills (see the photo above@)ho was born in 1857
and named after Sam May. After duation from Cornell in 1879, she was
influenced by Susan B. Anthony and Lucy Stone and began active work in the
campaign for womanos suffrage. She | ate
woman to run for a stat@ide office. Blanche Weaver Baxtevho was a niece of
Matilda Joslyn Gage, had a 30 year career on Broadway and, upon her retirement,
returned to Syracuse and worked tirelessly with youth in the arts, even founding
the Syracuse Little Theater. Rev. Elizabeth Padgham, whom | have vetiber
before, a successful Unitarian minister who grew up in our church and returned
here after retirement to serve our church in many ways.

Dora G. Sedgwick, married to Frederick Hazard, was daughter of
abolitionist Charles B. Sedgwick. Dora was an eprlyponent of family planning
and helped develop programs for young Black people (which evolved into the
Dunbar Center)The Hazard Branch of the OCPL contains a memorial plague
recalling her public service. The middle of the last century saw RE leakers li
Elizabeth Manwell and Jo Gould who not only served this church but also had a
national impact.

I canot forget Verah Johnson, our cf
| eaders of our Womandés Alliance througt
PatHoertdoefer and Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Strong, both of whom spent the latter part
of their terrific careers working for the UUA in Boston, and current RE Director,
Jennifer HamlirNavias.

You can see | have left out so many, but | can beg off because ad spa
constraints. However, | must end with our current church leader, Rev. Jean
Wahlstrom. Check out her photo in the Memorial Room. Thank you Jean for
adorning our Memory Wall and gracing our sacred Hall.



http://harrietmaymills.org/
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The Sam May and

Luther Lee Debate
53. (8-5-08)

It was Tuesday evening, February 28, 1854, in downtown Syracuse. The day
had warmed a bit, a little snow remained, but it had turned windy and cooler as 7
pm approached. City Hall was filled to capacity with an anticipatory crowd and
hundreds rare thronging the building unable to get in but straining to hear what
they could. This began eleven such evening debates, ending on March 23,
regarding what became the famoluseMay theological debateegarding the
doctrine of the Trinity. Lee and May weirgends, but very different in their views
of theology.

Rev. Lee, a local Wesleyan (Methodist) minister, believed and supported the
notion of a Trinity, i.e., (a) God, (b) Jesus as a manifestation of God, and (c) the
ever present Holy Spirit. This washasis for his religious views and what he

call ed Athree persons i n u Discusgionoffthet he
Trinity, Wesl eyan Book Room, Syracuse, NY,
Collections unit). Rev. May, our minister, believedin&od, 06 and not.
hi storical Jesus as a fimani festation

which was so fully manifested in Christ is ever present, the spirit of truth, purity,
and mercyo (p. 6).

Subtle, perhaps, but very real differencesv.Ree spun out his convictions
over the eleven debates fervently believing and defending notions that the bible
provided all the evidence needed to support such views. Rev. May, on the other
hand, providing support for his views, including many quotatiom® the bible,
that would find much acceptance in our pew today other than views of an

everl asting fiGodo which may differ fro

notion that ministers must believe in the doctrine of Trinity to be legitimate
ministers andwas convinced that interpretations made by philosophers and
religious leaders two and three centuries after the birth of Christ were both
incorrect and leading to Trinitarian beliefs still held today.

Debates held in 1854 may have been less contentiaustht oday 6s po

debates, for example, and we can guess that both Rev. Lee and Rev. May were


http://books.google.com/books?id=pj4_AAAAYAAJ&pg=PA149&lpg=PA149&dq=The+Sam+May+and+Luther+Lee+Debate&source=bl&ots=gvsQiuNdS1&sig=tbIO7OQNjYhDqFDpTpyapTxbhas&hl=en&sa=X&ei=heJwT76hNIme2AXV_4zxAQ&ved=0CC8Q6AEwAg#v=onepage&q&f=false
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polite, but passionate, in the defenses they made of their beliefs. At the conclusion
of the debates, Sam sai d, AnANnd, ishngr e, B

right hand of fellowship I f you are wi
right hands as Rev. Lee said Al take Yy«
philanthropist, but I have no fell owsh
have had the | ast word as he concluded
your theology is jJjust as unli ke to mine

Those lucky enough to have heard these brilliant men describing their beliefs
were no doubt awed, and sermay even have changed their personal views one
way or the other. Interestingly, the steadfast adherence to a literal translation of the
bible today by many continues to lead to misunderstandings and even violent
clashes. Now we just need to find a wayhtave those who disagree with each
other clasp hands in friendship and agree to disagree, but in loving ways.

% Marvelous
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Ric Masteh

A Unitariaftyniversalist Original
54. (97-08)

Sadly, the Fall, 2008, issue of tb& World, announced the passinfjRev.

Ric Masten, a true original, after a long and courageous battle with prostate cancer.
You can find a chronicling of his battle with this terrible disease on the web simply

by goggling his name. Ri ¢ was known as
performed for years with music and poetry before many UU congregations across
this country. Although he attended several colleges, he never received a degree as
he struggled with dyslexia and a troublesome hearing impairment. He probably
was the only febwshipped UU minister who never graduated from college or a
seminary, being ordained in 1971 at the UU church in Arlington, Virginia.

Ric had a long history with May Memorial, having appeared here several
times in the 70s and 80s, usually with a 12 gtguitar in tow, his wonderfully
animated voice, and a large repertoire of poetry and song. His first appearance here
may have been in 1971, at least that is the first mention of him in the archives. To
see a photo of that visit, go tostory.mmuus.org/ricmasten.pdfo see a more
recent photo during the period of his struggle with cancer dastory.mmuus.
org/RicMasten?2.jpg



http://history.mmuus.org/ricmasten.pdf
http://history.mmuus.org/RicMasten2.jpg
http://history.mmuus.org/RicMasten2.jpg
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| was fortunag to see him in the early 80s in what may have been his last
visit to May Memorial. | remember being enthralled and he certainly seemed to
captivate all of us in attendance. He talked openly about the problems he had faced
in life, including the marital stiggles he was undergoing. If memory serves me
correctly, his wife, Billie Barbara Masten, poet, author, and actress, performed
with him that evening. | seem to remember them talking together about the
struggles of staying married with his and their hettavel schedules when she
went with him. They even split at one point, remarried, and then maintained a
ritual of reaffirming their marriage with stated vows each year, an activity that
Billie insisted upon until the end.

A winner of many honors, in &ilast award ceremony this past January he

told the crowd in attendance, nAIl I y ou
awards just fall out of the trees | i ke
road leading to his California home as perdh wi shes so he coul
|l ittl e winter traction for his neighbor

legacy of quirky (he was even a quidkaw artist with a pistol) but beloved
troubadouring.
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Heroe$ Past and Present
55. (13-15-08)

Many past May Memorial heroes have been mentioned in this newsletter,
but many have been missed. This month and next month, that will be somewhat
rectified. If you know of others who should be mentioned, please let me know.
Many of thenames contained in these two articles also have important historical
connections to the Syracuse community.

1 Right from our beginning in the 1830s, we were persecuted because of the
beliefs by many that Unitarians were nGhristians or even heathens. This
meant our forbearers had to $teong, courageous, and quiet heroes, such as
our church initiators Stephen Abbott, Dr. Hiram H¢s&e his photo above)

Joel Owen, and Elisha Wallter.

1 Many know of the Jerry Rescue history in 1871, when Sam May helped
breakout of the Syracuse jail a former slave who was illegally placed there.
However, there were many Unitarians also involved in various ways,



63

including George Barnes, Oliver Burt, Dr. Lyman Clary, Captain Hiram
Putnam, and Charles B. Sedgwick.

9 Our church fimnces were finally put into the plus column in the late 1890s
through theability of Amos Padgham, longgme clerk and treasurer, and
father of Elizabeth Padgham who became a-Wwmdiw Unitarian minister
and then a long time supporter of May Memorial after retirement. About
this same time Mary Redfield Bagg created a graded course of religious
study for youth that was introduced at May Memorial and eventually
adopted by many other Unitarian churches.

1 In the 1920s, Dora Sedgwick Hazard and her sistety KBurlingame
worked with Black community leaders to organize a youth recreation
program at the AME Zion Church (this eventually because the Dunbar
Society.

1 A few years later in the early 1930's when unempld@&gdcusenen had no
place to go for recreatio of any kind, reading and social rooms were
provided for them at our church, with Mrs. Frederick R. Hazard taking the
lead to supply them with refreshments, games, and reading material. Give a
passing thanks and hearty congratulations to these wondedipilep
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From Prisoner of War to

Prisoner of Conscience
56. (11:15-08)

Those who have read this column for awhile know that | feel the privilege is
all mine in being able to pour over our archives. There is so much to learn, | gain
so much inspation from our past leaders, and my awe on what has already been
accomplished by May Memorial people over the years continues to grow. This
remains so true as | now go through the material of Rev. Dr. Nicholas C. Cardell,
Jr., our 18 minister (19741995)

Many readers know that Nick spent time in prison on two occasions. Once
was as a Prisoner of War during WWII and 54 years later as a Prisoner of
Conscience when he served time in a Federal Prison Camp, joined by active
members Dan and Doris Sage, foeithdemonstrations against the School of the

Ameri cas. You can read mor e about t he
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School of the Americas &ttp://history.mmuus. org/judasbyproxy.gdfa sernon

by Nick in the falll of 1997. Several r

prison terms began. Go here to read some about his experiences:

http://www.uuworld.org/1999/0799feat3.html Such conmitments based on

conscience establish a role modeling atmosphere explaining so well why | am a

Unitarian Universalist and why | so love this church. | encourage parents with

young children to talk about this with
| recently discovered an undated sermon by Nick entifeain POW to

POC. It was written sometime in 1999. You can sepreview below and the full

sermonat http://history.mmuus.org/From%20POV2#t0%20POC.pdflt, too, is

well worth reading. Nick talked about the feelings people have when they do

something that is truly based on their conscience and knowing that they know how

to distinguish right from wrong in terms of the way you deal with ote&herdiis

a joyful exhilaration in risking something with others for the sake of some deep

down fundamental conviction that has to do, | thiwkh belonging and carirdy

with | oving. |t iI's a spiritual exgperi er

how spirituality comes about in so many different ways.

From POW to POC

Fifty-four years ago on the third day of January I was captured just outside of
Bastogne, Belgium and sent to a German labor camp. One year go on the twenty-
second day of January, having been tried on a misdemeanor charge I was found
guilty and sentenced to serve time in a Federal Prison Camp. Was it not for those
mtervening fifty-four years, comparing my three months as a Prisoner of War with
my six months as a Prisoner of Conscience, [ might have said the latter "was a
piece of cake." But that would be going too far.

"From POW to POC" is an apt even serendipitous assignment. The first words in
my presentence statement to the court and the Judge a year ago were: "Strange as it
may sound, today began for me in WWIIL. As a Prisoner of War in Germany, 1
often witnessed the suffering warfare inadvertently inflicts on innocent people. On
one occasion after a long day's march I stumbled on the body of a tiny girl no more

2009

7 Marvelous
'g History
Corner

Our Holtkamp Organ
57. (1-:15-09)
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As the May Memorial congregation began exploring a new building in the
| ate 1950606s, t here was ablepoaganafdr theew c o nv
structure. The organ in the James Street Church was built in 1911 by the Hutchings
Organ Company of Boston. By 1959 the instrument was stylistically dated, and in
poor repair, although it has been rumored that the condition might heare
exaggerated in the hopes for a new installation.

The Organ Committee, with Dr. Howland Auchincloss as chair, soon
decided that rebuilding the old organ would not be the best choice, both artistically
and financially. Instead, they found four builsddor a new instrument, with the
Holtkamp Organ Company of Cleveland, Ohio, at the top of the list. Walter
Holtkamp, Sr., had built organs for Syracuse University with the concert
instrument in Crouse College finished in 1950. This organ was built foe$aaf
Art hur Poi ster, and is one of Hol t kam
creations. May Memorial hired Dr. Poister as a consultant, and with the influence
of then Director of Music Frank Macomb
easytoseethenf |l uence the Crouse organ had on

One major setback was the death of Walter Holtkamp, Sr. in 1962, several
hours after a phone conversation with the May Memorial committee. (No
connection between his death and the Music Committ€éb® firm became
controlled by his s on, (se&Maslphotorabovekiteri c k 0
checking the health of the company, and the expertise of Chick Holtkamp, May
decided to stay with their first choice. (Chick Holtkamp has since retired hand t
company is being run by his sdbhristian)

Cost was also an issue but after a generous gift by the late Sarah
Auchincloss, the church signed a contract for the larger of the two designs, for a
total of $31,380.00. The organ has 27 ranks, or sefipe$, and was delivered in
April, 1965. Current replacement cost is approximately $700,000.00, almost twice
the original cost of the entire building. Chick Holtkamp worked closely with
architect Dean Pietro Belluschi, especially in regard to the woodssée and
overall look. The organ does seem to grow out of the room in a unified way that is
rarely seen in organ installations.

The people that have presided over the instrument as Music Director are
only four. Frank Macomber came from the James Streatch. He was followed
by Rob Kerner, cofounder of the Kerner/Merchant Organ Company that still
maintains the organ. Rob left to become Curator of Organs for the Eastman School
of Music. Dr Allison Evans Henry then served for five years, leaving for ts Fi
Presbyterian Church of Syracuse. | accepted the position in 1992, after being the
musi cian for First Uni versali st on War
years it has been!
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Our Holtkamp has been a source of great delight to me over my tenure.
Come hear it once again in recital on Sunday, March 22 at 4:00 pm, as | celebrate
my 50th birthday with a concert of some of my favorite works. Everyone is
invited! [Authored byGlenn Kime, Music Directgr
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Church School Reflections

58. (2-15-09)

While exploring the files in the church archives, | came across some
interesting Religious Education historical items. There were three religious
education pamphletsfrom 1916, 1963 and 1964.

The first was a i H9R#*obdthepMay Meaméal Sumolay 1 9 1 €
School 0. There was a motto: iBe Faithfu
church on the cover. The program description on the inside indicated four
departments covering ages 4 through 17. Each department handled four school
grades, with twagrades taught in each of the two groups in the department. Each
group taught two coursels one each year. Courses included God the Loving

Fat her, Jesusd Way of Love and Service
Tarsus, Work of the Apostles and mofée program also included an emphasis on
service, with contributions to The Syr e
and Childrends Hospital. I n addition,

service. During 19147 they also maintained a scholapslat Tuskegee. The
stated hope of the May Memori al Sunday
the heart. o

Next came a pamphlet from the 19684 May Memorial Unitarian Church,
School of Religion. The church was still at 472 James Street, witiChluech
School office at 466 James Street. Mr. Robert Burdick was chairman of the
Religious Education Committee, and Mrs. (Mary) Burdick was a member of the
committee( see Bob and Ma WiliagnrsChafeepNMDislistedla® v e )
the doctor for the sdol. Mrs. Lawrence was listed as the School Director, Bob
Coye was a fifth grade teacher and Mrs. John Fuller was in charge of worship.
There was a <class for everly"grgde atlea fr o
special class for 1 and 12th graders. ThBeacon Press book series was
extensively used.
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The following year was the first year in our new building at 3800 E. Genesee
St. The 196465 May Memorial Unitarian Church School of Religion pamphlet
included a nice drawing of the new church by Miss Jeafishley. In addition to
describing the courses, it also shows a floor plan of the original Sunday School
room assignments. Grade 9 and the class for grad&g tiet on the upper level.

The Beacon Press series was apparently only used through grade 5.

It is interesting to note the changes in Religious Education over the years.
Some of the changes parallel changes in the attitudes and beliefs of the
congregation. Other changes result from changes in curriculum and teaching
philosophy and changes in youtarpeptions. In spite of these continuing changes
the statement about i 666 pamphietvstill inalds trué i n g O
today: AHer e young and ol d wi || gat he
arrangement of space and the simplicity of adornmemip&mphasis upon the
process of becoming which is education. Here we establish anew, for ourselves and
for our children, a church that shall
truth seeking éof beauty ¢é a cradle f
| earni ng and [AuwhoredbyGenrgeeAddms,rGuast Contributor,

History Committee Membker
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Oral History Project e
59. (3-15-09) David and Helen Ashley, Interviewee:

N & Marvelous

One of the projects of the MMUUS History Committee, under the leadership
of Rog Hiemstra, involves intgewing and recording lonrgme members and
friends of May Memorial. This project was undertaken with the following purposes
i n mind: Ato preserve or al hi stories ar
personal insights and perspectives on whatdideen place in the life of the church;
and to help in obtaining an overall picture of various chuetated events,
experiences and activities. o

As a first step, Roger purchased a small digital audio recorder with history
committee funds, and we generated extensive list of people to be interviewed,
starting with more senior members of the congregation. The history committee also
developed a set of questions covering several areas, such as early experiences with
church/religious education, involvementtiwithe Unitarian Universalist religion in
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general, and with May Memorial in particular, memorable events in the life of the
church, and hopes for the future of MMUUS. Each interview is structured around
these areas and questions. This will make it easiexderpt information on certain
topics from the interviews and, if desired, to put short audio clips on our website.
(The use of digital technology makes this process more manageable and also
allows us to save each interview on more than one computerdnael and
compact disk.)

One of the interview questions concerns what brought the individual to the
Unitarian/Universalist church, and specifically to May Memorial. It is interesting
to note that some of the reasons given by people who came to MMUUS#0 ye
ago are remarkably similar to those we hear today. For example, interviewees have
talked about the desire to find a religious home where they could explore their own
spirituality and discover their own religious path, as well as the desire to find a
strong religious education program for their children.

Thus far we have recorded about a dozen interviews. This is a good start, but
given the number of members and friends to be recorded, it is important to get
more people involved. We hope that this coluwill raise awareness of the oral
history project and interest some of you in participating. No special skills are
required; all that is needed is an interest in listening to the stories and memories of
some of our londime members, a willingness to trgreething new, and a little
free time. If you would like to learn more, please send an email to
mledward@twcny.rr.com. The history committee would welcome your
participation in this interesting and gratifying oral history proje/@&uthored by
Mary LouiseEdwards, Guest Contributor, History Committee Merhber
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Our Wonderful Organ
60. (415-09)

Glenn Kime

| begin with a huge thanks to Glenn Kime, George Adams, and Mary Louise
Edwards who contributed wonderful articles during the time | was away. | know
they weae enjoyed by many.

Janet and | got home from our trip just in time to enjoy Glenn's wonderful
50th birthday celebration with a masterful organ recital on March 15. Well, when
Glenn was just about 4 years old, and perhaps baéohad decided on becoming
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a professional organist, many forces were in movement that eventually resulted in
the acquisition of our organ.

In 1963 when the building of our current church was underway, Howland
Auchincloss (then Chair of the Music Committee) was working hard on fidans
an organ. Cooperating closely with Frank Macomber (then church organist) and
Dr. Arthur Poister (music director at Syracuse University's Hendricks Chapel from
1948 to 1965 and organ professor from 1948 to 1967), Howland had contracted
with Walter Holkamp (Holtkamp Organ Company) to come up with designs for an
organ. Costs, of course, were an issue with the better organ some $3,000 more. To
help with the decision making process, Howland brought a committee of people
from May Memorial to Crouse Collegm the SU campus where a Holtkamp organ
already existed. Dr. Poister, by manipulating stops, played sex@rglositionsas
they would approximately sound on the two organs. Uinimousverdict from
the committee was that the more expensive organ wasifidbly different and
preferable with a larger, fuller, and more satisfying sound.

Howland then argued clearly and concisely in a December 3, 1963, letter to
Henry Mertens, chair of the new building's oversight committee, for the better
organ. Henry andhe overall committee members were convinced and they
recommended its purchase in a report to the Board of Trustees. A positive decision
was made and we now have this fantastic instrument.

But wait, there is more (as the TV ad people often say)! A generous
contribution by Dr. Wilbur Le Page in 1965 enabled Howland to accept a
recommendation from Walter Holtkamp to add 32 Chalumeau Pipes. This
enhanced our organ's sound. Be sure to ask Howland's for his recollections
regarding this story and thank Glenn oragain for making the most of our
instrument.
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A Peak at the Past
61. (58-09)

Before peaking at the past, | need to provide some updates. To begin with
(and thanks to someone who told me but | forgot who), it was reported that
Lucretia Coffin MMy 6s headstone was in need of
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picture: http:www.mmuus.org/whave-are/history/mayheadstone.htrjl | recently
checked them both and each needs to bEhaed more firmly back to their
pedestals before they fall over and become broken. | reported this to the Oakwood
Cemetery officials; they will do an assessment and report back to me.
Some wonderful new additions have been made to the web page
(http://history.mmuus.ordy/ (a) A recent find in one of the Nick Cardell archival

boxes is a delightful sermon by John Fuller entit®ddvery, Dr. May, & Jerry
delivered September 30, 1962 (lobklow for a sneak previgw(b) a beautiful
engraving of the Church of The Messiah building from the 1873 Syracuse city
directory (look under MMUUS Our Buildings); (c) an absolutely wonderful book
published by David Adhey 6 s Mo m, Dorot hy (a
Some Portrait Adventurggou will not be disappointed taking time to look at this
book under Miscellaneous Information); (d) a church yearbook for-1893,
including wonderful addresses by SuddnAnthony, Rev. C. D. B. Mills, and
Lewi s Dougl as i(nfaddeiahgelaok at tkednseembership)list toward

t he

end, a whodéds who of prominen

terri

t f ami

Information; and (e) the 85anniversary celebrationnoApril 26, 1903, of Rev.

Cal

thropds installation at May

Me mor i

influence, as an interpreter of science, and his impact on our church (look under

Rev.

Calthropdés section).

SLAVERY, DR. MAY & JERRY

September 30, 1962
The Reverend John C. Fuller
May Memorial Church, Syracuse, New York

This waekend in Mississ:l.ppi there is a roaring crisis in rade re-~
lations. A Negro American, the first in that state's history; is seek-
itg admission to the University. The Governor of Mississippi is person-
ally blocking his registration: The federal judiciary has twice ordered
the governor to desist. He has refused to receive the court's orders and
now is under a third order to purge himself of contempt.

Tension is mounting and time is running out. Segregationists in the
South have offered to come into Mississippi to support the governor's
civil disobedience. The applicant for admission has been provided pro-
tection of U, S. Marshalls. Federal troops are now alerted to enforce
the federsal orders. Anything can happen.

Now for that peak at theast, here are a few handwritten Board of Trustees
notes tucked into an archival folder and copied from various board minutes some
35 years ago. Someone no doubt had a delightful time culling out these gems:

f

a
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9 4/9/74 Nick Cardell to candidate for 8 days, Mpe8-May 5 fnve
fitting the ideal candidate for
5/5/747 128 of those present voted to call Nick C. as minister.
6/4/74 7 Bob Holmes (then our interim minister) suggested that the
congregation move out beyond ourselves for s$oa@plication of our
religious convictions. He warned that so much-aglareness can cause the
loss of sight of our outer dimensions of life. President Mal Clark followed
up by saying | etbés come out of our
as a stong religious force in the community.
8/13/741 The BOT voted to install a soda machine.
1/14/757 Canvass was $49,000 from 289 pledges, $7,000 short of the
budget needs (to put that in perspective in terms of our current budget
problems, it representedl@.5% shortfall).
1 5/13/757 The budget deficit was hoped to be overcome by 2 or 3 large
fundraisers and 4 small ones (gee, does that sound familiar?)
[ And the beat goes oneéeéééeeée. |
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N *5 History A 50% ANNTVERSARY CONFERENCE: )
Celebrating the Birth and Growth of Unitarian Universalism
. COI'I]CT' . € October 30-31. 2009, 5‘.T“._E£E. MNew YWork
Nick and the Unitarian

Universalistlerger
62. (6:10-09)

Al appened in Syracuse, 0 a conference
the meeting held in Syracuse resulting in a merger between the Unitarians and the
Universalists will be held on October 30 and 31 at the Hotel Syracuse. You will be
reading more abouhat event in future newsletters. Long before he ever thought
about coming to May Memorial, Nick Cardell played an role in that activity that
should not be forgotten.

When he was a minister at the Unitarian church in Plainfield, NJ. Nick was a
ministerial delegate to the meeting. His main role was helping to deal with the
conflicts between Unitarians and Universalist on the stated principles and
purposes. For example, the Universalists were concerned about how language
associated with Jesus could or shobkl included in written material and the
Unitarians were not concerned with that aspect. There was some heated
discussions and Nick pleaded for a more moderate position. From an interview he
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had with Jean Hoefer in 1986 he remembered saying thisto felllow t ar i ans:
it going to hurt us to include something that is going to make them feel more
comfortable. 0 We donot know what t he 1
Ni ckés plea for moderation had an i mpac
Nick spent most of his time at the War Memabfor the intense discussions
taking place there. He only got to the May Memorial building on James Street one
time for a service. He also talked about how the communication between
Unitarians and Universalists (who were meeting elsewhekck remembeed
they met at the Universalist church) by telephone as the discussions continued on
were very important.
So come to the October 31 meeting to hear more, see some associated
displays and photos, and obtain a better understanding of that important meeting
The birth and growth of Unitarian Universalism was its result.

\\\S(f Tennessee Valley
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Responding to Crises
63. (7-10-09)

| recently returned from Knoxville, TN, where | taught in the University of
Tennesseebds summer session. WHleylU&) t her
church, site of the two murders and wounding of others by a crazed shooter one
year ago. | 6m not sure what I expectec

tragedy, memorials, and flowers, but it all seemed quite ordinary, a busy church
with mary things going on that reminded me of MMUUS. Sure, there probably
were and are many related reminders that our friends at Tennessee Valley deal with
all the time, but it got me thinking about how our own church has dealt with past
crises or tragedies.

Perhaps the most talked about crisis was the Jerry Rescue in October, 1851.
Jerry Mc Henr vy, a for mer sl ave was Aan
Syracuse for a number of Somearecsllections.of . a:
our antislavery confligtBoston: Fields, Osgood, & Co., 1869, p. 375) was arrested
under the infamous and despicable Fugitive Slave Law. This must have been most
disconcerting to our church ancestors, and because Sam May was right in the
middle of an ultimate rescue of Jerry frgawl and the illegal transporting of him to
Canada, It no doubt put some church me
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actions. However, parishioners continued to shower him with love, concern for his
health, and tolerance for his continued work on betiadbolition. Of course, as
we all know they named the church after Sam upon his death in 1868.

Our church experienced a very real tragedy in the winter of 1852 when it
was destroyed "by a hurricane which struck the spire; threw it directly upon the
ridge pole, crushed down the whole roof, burst out the side and end walls, . . .
[demolishing] the entire building excepting the front and the foundatiday (No
One Be A Strangehttp://history.mmuus.orgiisanger.html p. 10) After recovering
from realizing their church had been destroyed in a few moments, members
quickly organized themselves, began holding church services in City Hall, and
Initiated the process of not only rebuilding the church but &ledbuse next door
that had been destroyed by our falling debris. Our church was rebuilt and
rededicated in the spring of 1853.

There are several other instances in our history when church members have
responded to wars, community tragedies, communityplprnos, and even world
conflicts with quiet courage and determination. However, here is oneimore
recent ti mes that describes how the cL
ancestors. In 1998, Dan and Doris Sage as well as long time minister, Nick
Carcell, spent several months incarcerated as prisoners of conscience for their
active demonstrations against the atrocious School of the Americas at Fort
Benning, Georgia (Chronology of SOA Prisoners of Conscience,
http://www.soaw.org/article.php?id=3B9As a church we addressed these heroic
acts of courage by showering Dan, Doris, and Nick with love, correspondence, and
even Unitarian Universalist Aprayerso c
recognition continued and they were honored along with two colleagues by
receiving the 1998 Samuel Joseph May Citations for Community Action Award
Recipients. Our response reminders are not always immediately visual either, but
they are heartfelt and inzhtive of what we are as a community.
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Bravery Can Be Misunderstood
64. (8-12-09)

I begin by encouraging you to read
this newsletter. | am so pleased to play a rolRizk Weinstein(Rick got a B.S.
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from ESF and nowteaches at the University of Tennessesee his photo aboye
speaking at May Memorial on September 20. | really encourage you to attend as
his updated information about climate change is such an eyeepo@nd very
sobering. Second, | am pleased to announce that there are two new additions to the
MMUUS History Page. One is a beautiful story Doris Sage wrote for her
grandchildren before she went to prison. The second includes the testimonies from
Doris and 24 other people during their trials. Six of the 25 people were from the
Syracuse area: Nick Cardell, Ed Kinane, Megan Rice, Dan Sage, Doris Sage, and
Ann Tiffany. Their bravery and convictions, although misunderstood by the U.S.
legal system, is to beofever honored. Go tbttp://history.mmuus.organd find

those two links at the bottom of the page.

Their bravery was similar to those of our church ancestors relative to stances
they took against slavery. This héeen mentioned in various ways before, the
mo st famous being Sam Maydos work in a
Unfortunately, and obviously my biases and naiveté in understanding the law are
showing in this article, those efforts also were misurideds within the legal
system. Daniel Webster, a well known figure in U.S. history, was a part of this
misunderstanding or, perhaps, it was a misappropriation of the legal system for
political reasons. I have spoken bef o
happened to his onetime hero Webster, who became increasingly more
conservative as he grew older.

In the spring of 1851 former Senator Daniel Webster was barnstorming the
country in defense of the despicable Fugitive Slave Law. On May 26 he arrived in
Syracuse upon the invitation of the local Whig party (somewhat equivalent to
todayds conservative wing of the Republ
(located at Washington and Montgomery Streets). He began talking to a large
crowd about the Constition and the sanctity of law and turned to the Fugitive
Slave Law. Here are some of his remarks as noted by W. Freeman Galpin (The
Jerry Rescud\ew York History, XXVUanuary, 1945, pp. 13):

| am a lawyer . . . and | tell you if men get together dadlare a law of

Congress shall not be executed in any case and assemble in numbers to

prevent the execution of such a law, they are traitors and are quilty of

treason and bring upon themselves the penalty of the law . . . It is treason!
treason! TREASONBNd nothing else . . . Depend upon it the law will be
executed in all great cities, here in Syracuse . . . if the occasion shall arise.

That Law was soon to be tested in Syracuse by the imprisonment of Jerry
and his subsequent rescue and transportabiddanadda most of you know that
history. If you read the testimonies of Doris, Dan, Nick, and all the others, there
are chilling similarities between 1851 and 1997 at least in how some lawyers and
judges interpreted the letter of the law versus what vt and just. Given the
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sometimes ugly tones presented today in many cities in what should be civil
discussion of issues, it suggests that from 1851 to 2009 some things have not
changed, and perhaps they never will . &
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TheOther Side of the History Door
65. (9-14-09)

Two years ago | wrote about the almost marriage of Fred Wilki(ssmnthe
drawing above)grandson of Sam May, to Winnie Davis, a daughter of Jefferson
Davis, President of the Confederate States of Amelucang the Civil War. This
article was written primarily from the viewpoint of Fred, as best | could capture it
from an historical viewpoint. My colleague, Karen Dau, NYSCU and First
Universalist Church of Rochester Historian, subsequently sent me some
infor mati on that gives the same story fr
comes fromCrowns of Thorns and Glorgy Gerry Van Der Heuvel (NY: E. P.

Dutton, 1988).

When Winnie and Fred fell in love in 1888 after she had visited friends in
Syracuse, thepoth knew there would be problems with their respective parents,
especially Jefferson Davis and his wife Varina, who were still smarting over the
loss of the Civil War and his imprisonment for a period. Because Sam May, who
had died in 1868 three yearsafthe war ended, was still known throughout much
of the south as one of those fabolitio
part, for causing the war, they were none too happy about this romance. Jefferson
was very much against it and let her knawShe had been born in 1864, in
Ri chmond, Virginian, i n the AWhite Hou
known throughout the south as the ndAdau
much at stake here. Winnie was so distraught over all the disagmée¢hat she
became very thin and reaown. Jefferson then convinced her to go with friends on
a cruise to Europe. Unfortunately, when she was in Paris in December of 1889, her
father died. Her resulting grief added to the depression she felt over drunate
love affair.

Varina then decided that she did n
happiness because of past Confederacy issues and actually announced their
engagement in April of 1890. The furor in the southern newspapers was actually
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much greatr than anyone had even anticipated. About this time inquiries were
made by some of her family members 1 nt
came back that he would have trouble supporting a wife and eventual family. As a
consequence, Fred learned of thasquiries, became angry, and wrote Winnie a
fairly heated letter. One thing led to another and Varina used the newspapers once
again to say the wedding was postponed. By the fall of that year the engagement
was finally broken off.

It is difficult to knov how much that broken engagement affected her. She
did go on to become somewhat fairly well know as an author, but her health never
regained its full vigor. She died in September of 1898 at the age of 34. She was
buried with full military honors. Standinm the back of the church during the
services was none other than a very saddened Fred Wilkinson. What could have
been was never to be.
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Our Church Buildings

From Genesee St. to Genesee St.

66. (10-13-09)

Thehistory of our church buildings
has an interesting twist. Our first church
building was on Genesee St., but close to
downtown. Our current church, also on Genesee St., is about fiveeadted that
first building. In essence, it took 125 years to move those five miles.

After meetirg in homes, an unoccupied schoolhouse, and even an old Baptist
Church on West Genesee St. from 1836 through 1838, our first church building
was a small wooden structure not much bigger than our current Memorial Room. It
was built for $607 and the first sere was conducted in January of 1839. Our first
minister, Rev. John Storer, arrived in 1839, too, and after taking his first look at the
church buil ding, he called it his #ALiI
members usually in attendance each dayn Today much of that location is
occupied by the Hiscock and Barclay building. Its founder, Judge Frank Hiscock,
was an active leader in our church during the early part of the last century. An
important note: Where our building stood would have begpasinof what is today
a parking lot.
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That little building served us well for only five years as our membership
grew steadily. Standing room only constraints on parishioners resulted in the
construction of our second church building at the corner of Buane Lock (now
State) Street, very near the Erie Canal. The building several times larger than the
first one, was completed in the fall of 1843 for the price of $5000. Named the
Church of the Messiafsee the photo above) was an imposing structureoBee
photos ofall churchbuildings, go to this Internet sité&ttp://history.mmuus.org/
churchbuildings.pdfToday that building is gone, and it its place, you guessed it, a
parking lot.

Unfortunately, a railroad track was laid down quite near the Church of the
Messiah, and the resulting noise overpowered services, meetings, and even
weddings. Thus our next building, named in honor of our second minister, was
called May Memorial church, a namee still hold today. It was built at 472 James
St. for the cost of $50,000. This beautiful church served us very well from 1985
through 1964. Unfortunately, we eventually outgrew it and had our current church
constructed. Would it surprise you to knovathoday 472 James St. is a parking
lot?

Our 3800 E. Genesee St. church was built for $447,000 and was dedicated
on October 10, 1964. It, too, has served us very well for these past 45 years and we
do have a fairly large parking lot!
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Path to Peace
67.(11-15-09)

As President Obama struggles with a possible path for peace in the Middle
East, |l thought about Sam Mayds own pat
would have been introduced to such ancients as Homer, Plutarch, Ovid, and Seneca
who all argued for peace. There are, of course, comments about peace and
avoiding war in both the Old and New T
with religion would have shown that this was a bit hypocritical with Popes, Kings,
and the Crusaders frequby using war as a means of settling various differences.

His actual involvement with peace probably began when he heard of Rev.

Wi I I i am Jdeamsmphoto gbdwsermons or it may have been when as a
Harvard student he became aware of the récestablished Massachusetts Peace
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Society. He father, Joseph May, a member of that Society in 1816, when Sam was
studying at Harvard anithinking about many things and becoming acquainted with
many people. One was a college friend, Gorham Parsons, wha mgghbor of

Rev. Noah Worcester. Noah printed around the same time a famous peace tract
entitled, The Solemn Review of the Custom of \Wgon being introduced to Rev.
Worcester during a visit to Gorhamdés h
he wasduring this meeting and thus began a long friendship with Rev. Worcester.

Soon after Sam became an officer in the Windham County Peace Society
and within a short time published his very first of what would be many tracts,
entitled theExposition of theSentiments and Purposes of the Windham County
Peace Society.From that point he began accelerating his work through
publications, attendance at peace movement meetings, and various sermons in his
first pastorate. These latter created some problems foradsinmany in that
congregation objected to a minister who was so vocal on a complicated issue.

Thus began the ridicule that Sam was to face throughout most of his
remaining life for his strong stands on societal issues. Not only did he face
criticism within his own church, but within his community of Brooklyn,
Connecticut, and increasingly throughout much of the east. His views on peace
were greatly enhanced when in 1827 he met William Ladd, who was known at the
time as the MAApost |lealistedfSamrPi@help ®rma natidndl | i a
peace organization, what would become the American Peace Society.

That beginning |l ed naturally to Samoé
abolitionist movement. When he was considering the move to Syracust,dug |
ancestors know exactly what his views were on peace, slavery, and the injustices
he saw even in his initial visits to our community. Knowing all of this, our
forbearers eagerly invited him to continue his ministry here and the rest is history.

It is no wonder that May Memorial has had such a long and rich involvement with
soci al justice i ssues. Thanks, Sam! T
biography,Go d 6 s C hathitp#his®ry.s;nmus.org/galpinmay.html
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Oh, Tiffany of Ours
68. (12-15-09)
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You may have read in thieost Standardecently that a Baptist church in
Vermont is selling its Tiffany stained glass window that has hung there for almost
100 years to raise much
needd cash. The highest bid so far is $75,000. In our former James Street church
we had a beautiful Tiffany stained glass window honoring our first church
president of record, Edward Judson, who died in 1902. What it is worth today is
priceless in terms of owhurch history. Named thEffany Palmsand designed by
the famous Louis Comfort Tiffany, itwdksn own as t he ANew Jer U
of this window as it stood in our old church shown above ogo to this link:
http://history.mmuus.org/windows.htmi

When the James Street church was being razed, it is the only one of the 10
stained glass windows saved and it has hung in the Everson Art Museum for many
years. Many May Memorial parishioners and themds of others have enjoyed its
beauty over the years when visiting the Museum. Nancy Pease recently visited the
museum and was surprised when looking for it to note its absence and asked
officials there where it was. She mentioned this to me and hé¢he iwonderful
and honorific story of its current journey.

The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts has organized in collaboration with the
Musée du Luxembourg in Paris and tM@rginia Museum of Fine Arts in
Richmonda touring exhibit of Tiffany Glass. This exltion is one of the most
significant ever mounted of Tiffanyds v
who achieved original and spectacular effects in Hadodn glass vessels, leaded
glass windows and lamps, and other decorative objébes.exhibito n 6 s cur at c
are from the Montreal museum, the N¥Y\@etropolitan Museum of Artand
Rutgers University In addition to choosing pieces from the collaborating
museums, the cators visited several venues where Tiffany pieces are housed,
including the Everson. From all the Everson Tiffany pieces they chose our
window. Everson Registrar, Karen Convertino, even travelled to Paris for its
installation there.

The ex hi boximataynl@0sobjects ;ecludes blovghass vessels,
lamps, leadeglass windows, and other decorative objects. Currently, in its first
12-week exhibition at the Paris museum until the end of December, it is known as

ATiIi ffany Gl ass: A dalaussset bumére)t StartingCroid o u r 0O
February for another 12 weeks it will be at the Montreal museum where it will be
known as the AFusion of Colour: The GI ¢

exhibit will begin at the end of May in the Richmond musewnhere it will be
known as ATiffany: Gambkfor & tri@mta Eairsl. Mogtiedl,. 6 A
or Richmond for a wonderful experience and seeing in person how our window has
complemented this exhibition? If you do visit, take photos.
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More a Our Traveling Tiffany
69. (1-15-10)

In the last newsletter article | describec
how the stained glass window from our
former James St. church, normally on displa
the Everson, was on a new journey to three
locations. | ended by hoping that samne could travel to one of these locations
and see it in person. Fortunately, Harsey and Joyce Leonard for their8@ing
anniversary spent time in France for t
Jerusal emo at t he Mus @ew inuhe phote eaboMze)o u r g
They brought back photos, mementos, and first hand stories not only about the
Tiffany exhibit, but how our window was clearly the best piece in the show (l
might have added that last comment). | recently added to the web page more
information about that window and its journey with a couple of new photos:
http://history.mmuus.org/ NewJerusalem.htidarsey and Joyce did say our
window was the ' largest in the exhibit and wittome backlighting using foil to
reflect the light, it really was a beauty to see. One of the mementos was a 72 page
booklet showing the exhibit pieces. All these mementos will go into our archives.

Some may have read the wonderful article about our widdew j our ney
Dick Case in thé?ost Standaran January 12He described his conversation with
Deb Ryan, the Eversonds seni owwastakenat or |,
apart and packed carefully in three separate wooden crates. Deb will fly to Paris as
ANew Jerusalemd is taken down and crat
anyone taking a trip to Montreal?

Several History Committee members have cletagl recorded interviews of
24 | ong time or past church parishione
Here are only three of the many interesting factoids from these conversations:

1 More than 70 years ago a large room in the James Street churcfoused
religious education classes had movable dividers with opaque glass to create
the appearance of rooms for a certain amount of privacy.
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1 In the James Street church there were many nooks and crannies where a
clever and knowledgeable child could hide frparents and teachers if they

so desired, sometimes for long periods of time.

1 When the current church was built, children had to be at least three years old
to attend because of concerns with communicable diseases, such as polio.

With more than 40 hours aéped conversation we have gained much such
knowledge. Forty more people have been identified whom we hope to interview
over the next several months. If you would like to do some interviewing or any of
scanning, inventorying, and other tasks the commiiteertakes, we would love
to have you join us.

Finally, an interesting historselated update. On January 22 Harsey Leonard
and | met with Mr. Peter Wilkinson Bragdon, Exeter, NH, great grandson of Sam
May. He presented to the church two bibles at ome owned by Sam May and
passed down through the family. It was a wonderful occasion and the bibles will
soon be on display. Séétp://history.mmuus.org/bibles.htddr more information.

Marvelous

‘g History
Corner
Lucretia Figge Coffin May
70. (215-10)

Much of the past History Corner informatiol
has centered on Sam May, but not much has bee
said about his wife, Lucretia. As she played such
an important part in his life, | want to devote at least one article to henw&he
born in 1802, the daughter of Peter Coffin, a Portsmouth, NY, merchant who later
moved to Boston thereby setting histor)
meet. Sam was already a minister at the Brooklyn, CT, church when on a trip back
to Bostonin 1824 to visit friends and family he met Lucretia. It appears to have
been love at first sight and increasingly more frequent visits from Brooklyn to
Boston resulted in their June 1, 1825 marriage.

She appears to have t abksdynevanacceptmg ng ¢
the difficulties of raising a growing family in the small Brooklyn community on his
meager salary. She seemed to have never found fault when Sam took money from
that salary to help the unfortunate or support some cause relatedgmwiag
involvement with the abolitionist movement. She did have her own views and
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convictions and spoke of them frequently to Sam, but he relished the intellectual
exchanges they had.

Beside her i nvol vement with the <c¢chu
routine involved, of course, caring for the children and their house, but she also
enjoyed such activities as pickling and canning fruits and vegetables from their
garden. She was a frequent letter writer, too, and read extensively. It appears that
she rad the several daily and weekly papers to which Sam subscribed, enabling
her knowledge of current events and the many activities in which Sam was
involved to grow. She also read widely in the fields of history, literature, and
religion. She read French tughout her life and eventually acquired a mastery of
Italian. Sam respected her mind and frequently asked for her opinion on various
subjects.

When Sam accepted the pastorate in Syracuse in 1845, even though she
would leave behind many friends and famishe seemed delighted with the
prospects of living in a city much bigger than Brooklyn, CT. By all reports, she
was a beloved and respected woman during the Syracuse ministry until her death in
1865. Sam made a wise choice in a marriage partner. On sameday, venture
to Oakwood cemetery and stand by her headstone to marvel at a wonderful woman
who helped to complete Sambés |ife. For
Freeman Gal pi n s htpi/hosmny.@mmpubsyorg/gaipim&/atml a t
Aphot o of L uc rissshowraabseve dgetatidesalomimgveb site:
http://www.mmuus.org/whave-are/history/mayheadsbne.html Better yet, visit
Lucretia and Sam Mayods headstones at Oa

Marvelous
g History

COI’I]CI’ -
An Historiands Treasi
71. (313-10) ;

Joyce Leonard and Leslie Dendgeatly emptled out a safe deposﬂ box that
the church maintained at HSBC. It contained a number of documents of historical
significance that were subsequently turned over for inclusion in our historical
archives. What a great moment for me to examine threderials and think about
our churchés Il ong history. Wi th the pe
History Committee, any of these documents are available for viewing.


http://history.mmuus.org/galpin-may.html
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Most were deeds and related documents pertaining to past church property
and b the house and property acquired by the Cardells when the old parsonage was
sold. Much legal terminology exists among the documents, but there also was
some interesting historical information. One document was a copy of our
certificate of incorporation vtten in beautiful, flowing penmanship, and recorded
on March 12, 1845 (a month before Rev. Sam May arrived to begin his ministry),
with the Village of Syracuse and Onondaga County offices. It makes for splendid
reading and | include some of it below pertiag to our early leaders below
(ellipses are used when included legal terminology is not needed for
comprehension or words could not be deciphered).

Be it remembered, that at a meeting of the male members of the Unitarian

Congregational Society in Synage, authorized by law to vote for trustees,

held at the meeting house of the said society, known as the Church of the

Messiah(the church was dedicated in November, 1848)the eleventh day

of March, 1845, pursuant to due public notice, according tcatiteentitled,

Afan act to provide for the incorpor a

minister of the society, the Rev. John P. B. Storer, having(bedlied a

year earlier) and there being now no minister of the said society, Parley

Bassett &James L. Bagg, two of the members of the said church or society, .

. . duly nominated by a majority of the members of the society present, to

preside at the election so noticed to be held . . . the said members of the

society authorized by law to vote, tbepon proceeded to elect three
trustees and Hiram Putnam, John WilkinsorSy r acuseds ,first
and Charles F. Williston(later Mayor of Syracuse)lwere unanimously

chosen.

It was further resolved, that the said Society shall continue to be kibpwn

the name and title of #fAThe Unitarian

and that the said Trustees and their successors shall forever hereafter be

k nown by t he name and titl e of A’

Congregational Society in Syracuse.

For more information of this nature on our early years examine two of our
church history booksA Backward Gl ance (tp:istoryTr av el
mmuus.org/backwardglance.hjndnd May No One B a Strangei(http://history.
mmuus.org/stranger.htiml
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Louisa May Alcott Connection
72. (46-10)

Louisa May Alcott's own parents and three
sisters were the inspiration foer novelLittle Louisa May Alcott at about age 25
Women Although they lived much of their lives in and around Concord, Mass., the
family had strong ties to Syracuse. Alcott's mother, Abigail, was the sister of
Syracuse minister, the Rev. Samuel J. May. Samuel and his family livednes Ja
Street. His modest home often hosted members of the Alcott family during the
1850s and 1860s. The two families also regularly exchanged correspondence.

The Alcott family frequently had financial struggles and Uncle Samuel tried
to assist them. Sometan he loaned them money. Then as Alcott's sisters came of
age, Sam reached out to find them employment opportunities in Syracuse,
generally teaching positions. Both Anna (the inspiration for Mdgttte Women
and May (the model for Amy) worked at diféart times as teachers in the New
York State Asylum on the western edge of Syracuse. This was a model institution
for the treatment of children with mental problems, run by the reformist Dr.
Hervey B.Wilbur. Reverend May was a supporter of its progresgipeoaches,
ones that emphasized education rather than simple incarceration.

Louisa's letters to her "dear" Uncle Samuel were affectionate. In one from
January 22, 1869, she remarked that she had used many of "the stories you gave
me" as inspiration in hewritings. She also noted that the recently publishite
Womenrhad allowed her to pay off some family debts.

In October of 1875, Alcott was once more in Syracuse attending a Woman's
Congress convention at the Wieting Opera House with her Syracusm,cous
Charl ott e, Samos daught er . Al cott was
clamoring to see her and obtain an autograph. The authbittlef Womenhad
become a celebrity (as she would be today, too).

[Reprinted by permission frorDennis Connors, Curatoof History, Onondaga
Historical Association. This article was originally printed in a March issue of the
Scotsman Pre®®ennysaver and was part of the OHA d
production ofLittle Womerthis past fall
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May Me mor mentwithsthel nv ol
Syracuse Int&tacial Group 60 Years Ago
73. (512-10)

Hank and Sally Manwellsee their photo abovegcently contributed to our
archives a wonderful little document entitleldighlights of Negro History in
Syracuse, NYIt was issuedinder the auspices of the Syracuse Racial Group
in 1947. It is a very enlightening document to read and you can find it at
http://history.mmuus.org/ NegroHistorySyracuse.[@ime MayMemorial names
are mentioned in the document and we can be very proud of our hard working
ancestors.

The various contributors to this h |
Syracuseods | iberal mi nded p-ermpliget ofi n t h
Blacks in Syracuse. Our minister at that time, Robert Romig, was elected first
president of the newly formed Federation of I#fRarcial Groups, and contributed
one of the brief chapters in the document. Professor Freeman Galpin provides a
brief description oftie Jerry Rescue that involved Sam May. This was right during
the time he was working on his unpublistzedobiography of Sam

A long time member of May Memorial, Ernest Bowden, wrote a brief piece
on what churches have tried to do to enhance the progress of Blacks in Syracuse.
Emily Eaton describes how the Dunbar Center came into being in our community.
Helen Murphy ends this 20age document with a description of the progress that
Blacks had madeniSyracuse by the 1940s with her hope for continued improving
conditions. In many ways we have continued that progress in the past six decades,
but we still have a long ways to go.

I end with a correction to | ashat mont
a portion of the display at the Onondaga Historical Association dedicated to Louisa
May Alcott and her family could come to May Memorial for a period of time.
Unfortunately, that did not work out but if you visit the OHA you can see the
display there.
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